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EDITORIAL 


Dr. Bell Sends Greetings 
To Our Journal Readers 


In the March Ist issue of The Journal we in- 
formed our readers of the illness of our Associate 
Editor, Dr. L. Nelson Bell. We are happy to report 
that his condition is much improved and that he 
was permitted to go home from the hospital on 
Tuesday morning, March 14. He will still have to 
be in bed for awhile and will probably not be per- 
mitted to go back to his practice for several 
months. 


Dr. Bell has asked that we express to our readers 
his appreciation for their interest in him and their 
prayers. He has received many letters which of 
course he is not able to acknowledge at this time. 
He sends his Christian greetings and love in this 
way to all those who have written to him. 


We appreciate the fact that so many people have 
written in, expressing thanksgiving for Dr. Bell’s 
ministry through The Journal, and setting forth 
the fact that they are praying particularly for The 
Journal’s ministry at this time. We are sure that 
these friends will continue to remember both Dr. 
Bell and The Journal in their prayers. —H.B.D. 


The Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Campaign 
In Columbia, S. C. 


Again we have abundant evidence that the day 
of mass evangelism is not gone. Through the years, 
in His Soverign Power God has worked miracles 
of Grace through revival. 





The Evangelistic Campaign in Columbia, S. C., 
with Billy Graham as the preacher, held its final 
service at the University of South Carolina stadium 
with over 40,000 people present on Sunday after- 
noon, March 12. The State Highway Police have 
reported that over 10,000 others were turned away 
on account of lack of room. 
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The State in Columbia, South Carolina says that 
around 2,000 people were converted at this final 
Sunday afternoon service. It was said that strong 
men stood and wept under great emotion at the 
sight of the hundreds who came forward to accept 
Christ. 

God Answers Prayer 


“God has answered prayer and the day of mass 
evangelism is not over.’”’ These were the words on 
many a tongue as the people saw the perfect 
weather, the overflow crowds with thousands sitting 
on the grass, the stands jammed beyond their 
normal capacity, and the choir of 2,500. 


During the 18 hours prior to the service christian 
people of Columbia prayed for a half-hour each in 
a continuous chain of intercession and on Friday 
an all-day meeting for prayer was held in a Co- 
lumbia Church. We quote The State further with 
reference to the work of Dr. Graham. 


Graham’s Drawing Power 


“The drawing power of this young man has 
not been entertainment. It is hard to imagine 
any themes more unpopular and unwelcome 
than most of those with which he has dealt. He 
has told few jokes. 

What has he done? He has opened up the 
Bible and proclaimed its teachings without 
fear or compromise. Some of his sermons have 
been full of high theology; all of them have 
been vibrant with a solemn urgency and an 
attitude of love for God and hatred of sin. 


The throngs that have come remind the 
Bible students of the words of Jesus—‘If I be 
lifted up ... I will draw all men unto Me.’ If 
Billy Graham has done nothing else, he has 
lifted up Jesus Christ and has warned all men 
that only in Him can they find salvation and 
inward peace and safety if the hydrogen bombs 
fall or a heart attack comes.” 


Within an hour after the service closed Dr. Graham 
and his party drove to Edgefield, S. C., to begin a 
two weeks tour of the State as an extension of th 
Columbia crusade. 


Truly the day of revivals is not over. We prais¢ 
God for every means of Grace which He is using 
to bring about revival today. 
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Let us all read and believe afresh God’s glorious 
promise made in Second Chronicles 7:14: “If my 
people, which are called by my name, shall humble 
themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn 
from their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal 
their land.” 


We plead with the readers of The Journal to 
‘ontinue to pray for revival throughout our Church, 
throughout our land and country and throughout 
the world. Let us remember that our God is a 
prayer hearing and a prayer answering God. 

—H.B.D 


Let World Missions Be Directed 
From Nashville — Not 
From New York! 


The question of whether our Foreign or World 
Mission work be directed by our own Executive 
Committee or Board at Nashville or by a combined 
Presbyterian Church or an ecumenical super-churc} 
from New York has never been a merely academic 
juestion. Darby Fulton took a forthright position in 
ypposition to Shrine Worship in Korea. Lamott and 
Underwood (Jr.) of the USA Board favored comp- 
romise. Our Nashville Office has always recognized 
jur missionaries as full partners in the work and 
the judgment of the several missions as determinant 
»f steps to be taken there, just as the actions of 
the home presbyteries decide questions within their 
respective bounds. Apparently, the several mission 
boards with headquarters in New York have as- 
sumed that the foreign programs could be shaped 
n New York by conference with the several bodies 
there. This difference is brought out in a lette2 
from one of our Japanese missionaries to a student 
preparing to go as a missionary to Japan. The 
letter uses names, but the contributing editor is 
changing these real names to the fictitious names 
which old English common law used. With these 
*hanges the letter reads: 





May I say right here and I hope you will 
juote me on it if you wish. One of the great 
differences between Nashville and New York 
as far as mission work is concerned is that 
Nashville has full confidence in the men they 
send out here and are ready to back them uy 
while letting them take the initiative. New 
York acts as though the men on the field were 
not qualified to make any major decisions at 
all. They even make location (in Japan) from 
New York. The men who work with the Kyodan 
are sandwiched in between the Kyodan and 
New York without being able to have any 
direct say so in anything. It is worse than being 
ander a bishop. I heard “John Doe’ (USA 
Presbyterian missionary) say in public that he 
lid not think New York knew what they (New 
York) were talking about when they tried to 
direct the work out here. “Richard Roe” of the 
Dutch Reformed Church said it would be nice 
for “Ben Bow,” who is (the New York) secre- 
tary of the Kyodan Missions, to come out here 
and get kicked in the teeth from New York 
for a while. I just pass this on to you, because 
I am so proud of working with Nashville 
You will be coming out here and see for your- 
self: but many in our Church will have to 
depend on Religious News Service (which is 
edited in New York). —Wnm. C. R. 


CATECHISING 


By Principal John MacLeod, D.D. 


From the point of view of modern pedagogy as 
set forth by so many theorists, who aspire to rank 
as specialists in the subject, exception has been 
taken to the wisdom of the method taken by the 
Reformers in conveying instruction. Their critics 
hold that it was neither wisdom nor sound educa- 
tional method for them to frame careful state- 
ments of Christian truth to be learned by heart by 
those under their charge. 


Now we may take it that our fathers never meant 
to satisfy themselves when a mere rote acquaint- 
ance with such statements was attained. They aimed 
at the opening up of the form of sound words in 
which they set forth the truth of the Gospel. And 
when what was committed to memory was opened 
up by loving teachers at the fireside or in the 
congregation, the good of having learned the letter 
of such statements, which were a valuable exhibi- 
tion of the Faith, came out. And, what was more, 
those who, in the immature years of childhood, had 
their minds stored with what at the time when they 
learned to repeat it might be beyond their reach 
had, in later years, when their powers came to a 
measure of ripeness, the chance of working in their 
mind what they once had learned only by rote. 
They carried with them from childhood a treasure 
the good of which they came to know when in after 
years they asked themselves the meaning of those 
words with the letter of which they had been long 
familiar. Often have those who have gone through 
a course of catechetic training in their early days 
come to discover how useful this teaching is to 
them now that in later days they have come to feel 
the power of the truth. They are like a mill with 
all its mechanics in order that waited for the turn- 
ing on of the water that it might work. 


Once the power is brought to bear upon them 
they learn to their profit the connections in which 
the various portions of divine truth stand to one 
another. And thus they start their new life of 
decipleship with valuable assets to their credit. 
When bread is thus cast upon the waters it may be 
found when most needed—after many days. There 
is this over and above the blessing that often 
attends at the time the opening up and explana- 
tion of these statements to the mind of the child. 
For those who teach a Catechism are expected to 
open up its teaching and explain its meaning. 

—W. C. Robinson. 





The Stentorian Voice 
Of Death 


[he average person shuns not only death, but 
also the very thought of it. We are prone to sup- 
press it in the subconscious region of our minds. 
It has been charged that preachers of a generation 
ago preached too frequently upon this subject. It 
is possible there might be some truth in the allega- 
tion. We are convinced, however, that this genera- 
tion has gone to the opposite extreme. We seem 
to feel that it is not good taste to mention death 
except when forced to do so. 


The modern mortician has done much to conceal 
the voice of death. We have nothing but commenda- 
tion for the improved methods employed in con- 
ducting funeral services. We can still remember the 
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old days when funerals were crudely conducted 
and the sting of death was accentuated. While 
these newer and better methods mitigate the pangs 
of bereavement, they tend to obscure the voice of 
death that should be audible to all who are left in 
the land of the living. Nevertheless, it still speaks 
to all who “have ears to hear.” 


God has used the experience of death to awaken 
many sinners and lead them to salvation in Christ. 
The experience of Martin Luther is too well known 
for repetition. We desire to relate the experience 
of one of the three greatest preachers our Southern 
Presbyterian Church has produced. We refer to Dr. 
John L. Girardeau. 


Young Girardeau was graduated from the High 
School when he was between fourteen and fifteen 
years of age. The same fall he entered the Charles- 
ton College. While a student of this institution his 
spiritual life began. 


At the end of the “Memoirs of Thomas Haly- 
burton” he left the following testimony: “Over 
and over again have I read this remarkable dying 
experience. Lord, help me in my last hour! Calvin, 
Owen, Witsius, Halyburton and Thornwell have 
been among the chief of my instructors. The ac- 
count of Wilberforce Richmond’s dying experience 
in Grinshaw’s ‘Legh Richmond’s Domestic Portrai- 
ture,’ was the proximate instrument in the hands of 
the blessed Spirit of leading me to believe in Jesus. 
It was the north corner of King Street and Price’s 
Alley in Charleston. Oh, the unutterable rapture 
of that hour when I found Him, after a month’s 
conflict with sin and hell! The heavens and the 
earth seemed to be singing psalms of praise for 
redeeming love.” 


Our older preachers found that the preaching of 
the Law and of death sent terror into unconverted 
souls. Their hearers were brought face to face with 
the flaming bar of judgment and hell that followed 
a life of impenitence and unbelief. As a result of 
this, lost sinners cried to God for mercy and found 
it. The Holy Spirit honored such preaching. 


We wonder if we have not spoiled our fastidious 
hearers who come to Church to be amused and 
entertained. We wonder if this failure does not to 
some extent account for our low spiritual birth rate. 


The hour has arrived for serious preaching that 
does not blink the fact of death. We must preach 
it again as ‘‘a dying man to dying men.’”’ When we 
preach with a burning heart in this manner, we are 
persuaded that though some may mock and some 
may say: “We shall see you again,”’ yet others will 
believe to the salvation of their souls. Death still 
speaks with a powerful voice. —J.R. R. 





Two Questions For 
The Architects Of 
Ecumenicity 


The wheels of ecumenicity are rolling fast this 
Winter and Spring. President H. P. Van Dusen in 
a syndicated Sunday supplement appearing in many 
large newspapers and Dr. T. B. Douglas in Woman’s 
Home Companion have advocated a United Protes- 
tant Church regardless of doctriral divergences. 
Several denominations have met and organized a 
plan to push the merging of denominations—and 
our Ad-Interim Committee on Cooperation and 
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Union sat in on this meeting as an observer. The 
recent meeting of the Home Mission Boards of 
North America came out for Protestantism rather 
than denominations. Dr. Stanley Jones is organiz- 
ing his groups all over the country to work for a 
United Church—and in Atlanta Presbyterian names 
appear on his roster. At this writing Mrs. Emily 
Ross is here from New York to sign up the women 
of the various churches for a program patterned 
after that in the Congo where the Evangelical 
Church is to the front and the denominational name 
radically subordinated. 


Now we accept the doctrine of Calvin and of our 
own Confession and Book of Church Order that 
there is one Christ and one Church, the unity of 
which is not destroyed by our organization as de- 
nominations. And we hold no brief for the status 
quo and have no objection to emphasis on this unity 
in Christ. We enjoyed teaching Augustine in the 
Methodist School of Theology in Emory University 
last summer and look forward to teaching Calvin 
there this summer. 


We remember, however, that when the Reformed 
Reformation came to expression it formulated its 
faith in the Theses of Berne which began: The 
Holy catholic Church of which Christ is the only 
Head is born of the Word of God, lives of the Word 
of God and hears not the voice of strangers. 


And more recently the Church in Germany was 
saved from Nazi extermination by Christ through 
such statements as the Theses of Barmen, begin- 
ning: Jesus Christ, as He is witnessed to us in the 
Holy Scriptures, is the one Word of God which we 
have to hear, to trust in life and in death and to 
obey. 


Accordingly, we are greatly concerned about two 
matters in this ecumenical structure. How is it 
related to God’s Word of truth, and how is it 
related to the Christ of God? The two questions 
are not disparate. Grace and truth came by Jesus 
Christ and He said: Thy Word is truth, and again, 
[ am the Truth. Where does the ecumenical move- 
ment in America stand with reference to the 
authority of God’s Word? And where does it stand 
with reference to the Christ revealed by God in 
His Holy Word? Does it maintain the Bible as the 
Word of God, the only infallible rule of faith and 
practice, or does it insist, as Dr. Niebuhr did in his 
post-Amsterdam articles, that we must put on a 
level with the Word the “best”? of human philoso- 
phical, sociological and economic thought? Does it 
accept the historical teaching of Matthew and Luke 
on the virgin birth of Christ, or are its leaders 
committed to the view that Dr. Niebuhr taught last 
summer at Union (N. Y.) that the Virgin Birth of 
Christ is only “theological jargon?” 


In the opinion of the writer, the leaders of the 
various causes in our Church are, by God’s grace, 
worthy of the confidence of our Church. We earn- 
estly hope that those whom our Church has called 
to these responsible places will not, through a false 
modesty, abdicate their responsibilities and become 
mere ‘“‘yes-men” for an ecumenical ship steered by 
New York pilates living under the aegis of a the- 
ological institution whose President was unable to 
accept the plain statements in Matthew and Luke 
on the Virgin Birth and whose General Assembly 
properly declared that this rejection nullified his 
answer to the first question for licensure. We can- 
not accept an ecumenicity which rejects the author- 
ity of God’s Word on the supernatural Christ. 

—Wm.C.R. 
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Presbyterianism In The 


Age Of Reason 


The eighteenth century is denominated the age 
of reason. It was the period when too many under 
the aegis of the so-called Enlightenment assumed 
that man could think out all the questions for him- 
self and go it alone in his own strength. This age 
had repercussions in every branch of the Church. 
We shall glance at some of those in the Presby- 
terian world. 


In England eighteenth century Presbyterianism 
took the down grade to Arianism and thence to 
Socianism and to Unitarianism. One cause of this 
decline was that Presbyterian worship was per- 
mitted but no Presbyterian courts could meet. 
Further, as even James Moffatt says, there was a 
mistaken aversion to creedal subscription. No. creed- 
al subscription and no Presbyterian government or 
discipline: result Unitarianism—death of Presby- 
terianism. 


In Scotland Professor John Simson of Glasgow 
had Arian or generally unsound doctrines of the 
Person of Christ and toleration thereof by the 
Moderates led to schisms and divisions in the 
Church. The Marrow-men some of whom left the 
Church of Scotland and later the Evangelicals in 
the Church made a fight for the faith. They were 
frowned upon by the “circumtabular machine”’ . 
but they persevered as seeing Him that is invisible 
and their testimony saved Presbyterianism in Scot- 
land. 


In Ireland the disciples of Simson almost wreck- 
ed Presbyterianism. The substitution of “sincerity” 
for soundness of doctrines and the development of 
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Aranism well-nigh put Presbyterianism on the rocks. 
Jister Presbyterianism was saved by the coming 
into Scotland of the Seceeders or Erskinites from 
Scotland and by a belated acceptance of creedal 
subscription. 


Ministers with these loose views, some of them 
from British Presbyterian Churches, were coming 
to America in the eighteenth century. Indeed, Tom 
Cooper noted unbeliever of the College (University) 
»f South Carolina came over with one such Uni- 
tarian minister. While in England Cooper worship: 
ped with the Presbyterians, but in America the 
Virginia Presbyterians kept Thomas Jefferson from 
nstalling him as President of their University and 
n South Carolina the Presbyterians succeeded in 
having Cooper removed from the college presidency. 
What made the difference? What saved American 
Presbyterianism from the downgrade to Unitarian- 
ism? Two things: sound doctrine and the great 
awakening. 


Sound doctrine was secured both by evangelical 
instruction and by creedal subscription. John 
Witherspoon of Princeton was a great Scottish 
evangelical who proclaimed justification by the 
imputation of the righteousness of Christ, regenera- 
tion by the Holy Spirit, and the success of the 
Gospel wholly of God. In 1729 American Presby- 
terianism adopted the Confession of Faith as the 
doctrinal standard of the Church and required 
every minister to subscribe to it in all necessary 
and essential articles as the system of doctrine 
taught in Holy Scripture. If a minister had scruples 
about details he declared these to the Church court 
and the court decided if the scruples were or were 
not integral to the faith. 


Today we need creedal subscription taken and 
kept in the fear of the LORD. For example, three 
USA General Assemblies declared the acceptance 
of. the Virgin Birth of Christ essential to the 
system of Presbyterian doctrine. One Southern As- 
sembly, by unamious action and subsequent en- 
dorsement by two other assemblies, said that the 
Virgin Birth is involved in the ordination vows to 
which we subscribe. One USA Assembly by judicial 
act held that certain specified ministers who were 
unable to accept the plain historical statements in 
Matthew and Luke on the Virgin Birth had so 
qualified as to nullify their professed acceptance of 
the Holy Scriptures as the only infallible rule of 
faith. This means that the 1925 USA Assembly 
decided that such rejection of the plain teaching of 
the Gospels on an article of faith made the pro- 
fession to accept the Bible as the rule of faith less 
than a true profession. 


Recently, some of “the left wingers” in our 
Church have been insisting on the phrase in our 
ordination vows in which we promise subjection to 
our brethren in the Lord. May we respectfully ask 
these brethren to begin by using this vow to bring 
their own thinking and acting in accord with the 
decisions of the two American General Assemblies? 
The ex animo acceptance of the Virgin Birth of 
Christ means: stop honoring men who reject it, 
insist that those who have professed to believe it 
speak and teach according to their profession, in 
the Plan of Union require the acceptance of the 
Virgin Birth. God has given us the outward miracle 
of the Virgin Birth to guard the ultimate miracle 
of the Christian faith: the Incarnation of God in 
Christ. Some people say that a man may reject the 
virgin birth and nevertheless hold that Christ is 
truly and eternal God who in time became also 





truly man for us and for our salvation... will those 
who make such assertions please give us the names 
of these men? At any rate the Church can take no 
such loose position with the faith. The Church that 
today compromises the Virgin Birth of Christ will 
be succeeded tomorrow by a Church that permits 
the description of both His preexistence and His 
postexistence as myth. 


Secondly, the eighteenth century Presbyterian 
Church in America was saved by the Great Awaken- 
ng, that is by a revival. And today, if God is 
pleased to send us a revival and to start in schools 
loyal to the Bible such as Wheaton, Asbury and 
the conservative Baptist seminary near Chicago, if 
God is pleased to speak through Billy Graham and 
his team, by all means let us hear and heed. The 
Presbyterian Church in England closed its ears to 
the revival led by Whitefield and the Wesleys and 
lied of Unitarian strangulation. Only a resurgence 
»f Presbyterianism from Scotland has resuscitated 
the Presbyterian Church in England. 


Revival split the American Presbyterian Church 
in the eighteenth and again in the nineteenth 
centuries. But thank God, He did not permit this 
Church to wholly reject the moving of His gracious 
hand. We pray that the Southern Presbyterian 
Church may welcome a revival, may be blessed and 
edified by it—may not be split by it, but above all 
may not reject it. This is the LORD’s doing and it 
is marvelous in our eyes. —Wm.C.R. 


Newspaper Columnists 
Expose Radical Teachings 
Of Federal Council 
Leaders 


The Dallas Morning News of February 27, 1950, 
carries a strong column entitled “Thinking Out 
Loud” by Lynn Landrum. 


“COMPRISING” 
Under the above caption Mr. Landrum says: 


“The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America never has seemed quite honest, judged 
from where the Columntator sits. In the first place, 
it doesn’t appear to be rightly named. If it were 
named according to the way it.behaves it would be 
called the Socialist Infiltration of Some of the 
Churches in America. 


Even that is not quite fair, for the infiltrators 
are not even good, honest, open-and-above-board 
Socialists. Some of them are Communists, apparent- 
ly. More than a few are fellow-travelers. 

Now, mind you, it is perfectly lawful to get 
together and tell everybody that you aim to inject 
socialism into Christianity if you can. That is 
honest. When you come at a church with that an- 
nouncement, the church knows what it is getting 
into. But the Federal Council habitually sails under 
false colors. What particularly gets the Columntator 
down is that the Federal Council actually claims t 
represent the Columntator, too. It says it comprises 
the Columntator. It actually says that. 


* * * 


PURPOSE 


Here is what the Federal Council says about 
itself: “The Federal Council of Churches was 
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organized in 1908 by Protestant churches to further 
Christian unity and to advance Christian influence 
in all human relations. The council now comprises 
twenty-three Protestant churches and four Eastern 
Orthodox bodies. The twenty-seven churches have 
a total membership of approximately 29,000,000 
and more than 142,000 local congregations.” 


The Columntator sits in one of those local con- 
gregations. He has been around one of those 
denominations for more than fifty years. He has 
never been asked to join the Federal Council. He 
never saw anybody ask the congregation to back up 
the Federal Council. The whole thing has been im- 
posed from above. 


There is no referendum coming from the Federal 
Council to be voted on by the 29,000,000 people 
whom it claims as constituents. Nobody in the 
Federal Council has the remotest idea what those 
29,000,000 people think or prefer or would agree to 
support. Yet the Council which says it is for Chris- 
tian unity drags in all sorts of political and eco- 
nomic schemes on which there is the most violent 
disunity among good people—and presents them 
as “Christian influence in all human relations.” 


* * * 


TRICK DOINGS 


The Columntator, for example, is for low tariff 
and for canalizing the Trinity. But it would be a 
low-down, tricky business for the Columntator to 
get with 150 other low-tariff and canal partisans 
and come out with a ringing pronouncement on the 
subject in the name of 29,000,000 people who don’t 
even know who the Columntator is or what the 
Trinity River is. 


You could put up a pretty good argument for the 
proposition that free trade is Christian. It sounds 
like treating the foreign seller as your brother and 
giving him his rights. Even the Trinity has a the- 
ological sound. 


But it is just plain crooked to pretend that you 
speak for millions upon millions in a matter of 
conscience, when, as a matter of fact, you are no- 
body but yourself and a bunch of buddies whom 
you have moved close up to a mimeograph machine 
in charge of a press agent. 


* * * 


PROPAGANDA 


The Federal Council, of course, is using the 
tricks of the Communist party in the United States 
in thus pretending to be a great democratic voice 
of the multiplied millions. But the council didn’t 
steal the idea from the Communists. The Com- 
munists, you know, didn’t get really started in 
— until 1917. The council has been going since 


The Federal Council denounces the profit motive. 
The church to which the Columntator belongs 
operates a great bookstore system—at a profit. The 
council holds that ‘“‘we as Christians feel a deep 
obligation to God to aid low-income groups.’”’ The 
church to which the Columntator belongs pays some 
of its preachers pitifully little and turns old preach- 
ers out to exist in downright poverty in some cases. 


The council wants to plan and allocate resources. 
It seems to mean that the Columntator’s church 
ought to vote for laws to make the harlot and the 
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tinhorn gambler pay taxes to support the poor in 
the church’s own congregation. 


The council thinks TVA is wonderful and Chris- 
tian, although TVA lies in its bookkeeping in a 
fashion which would put private management in 
the penitentiary. 


This is to certify that the Columntator is not 
comprised, not represented and not spoken for by 
the council. It is crack-potty. Is is unworthy of the 
name of Christ.” 





Summary Of The Christian Faith 
According To The Shorter Catechism 
By William Childs Robinson, Professor in Co- 
lumbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 20c per 
copy, $2.00 per dozen, or $15.00 per one hundred 
copies postpaid. Order from The Southern Presby- 
terian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 
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They Had Courage To 
“Stand Up And Be 
Counted” 


The Knoxville Journal of March 2, 1950, under 
the heading “Church Rejects Socialistic Points,” 
states that the Session and Board of Deacons of the 
Second Presbyterian Church (Northern Presby- 
terian Church) of Knoxville, Tennessee, unanimous- 
ly adopted resolutions criticizing points in the 
Federal Council’s economic conference held at 
Detroit on February 16-19, 1950. The news item in 
the Knoxville Journal, in part, states that the 22 
board members and trustees of the church criticized 
points in the Federal Council’s conference program 
which called for a controlled economy, attacked the 
“competitive price system’ and described as “a 
desirable procedure” the levelling of incomes by 
taxation. 


The Church’s board cited the following from one 
of the reports adopted by the conference: 


“We seek the use of a price system which 
has been strengthened in its operation and 
corrected in its abuses through various social 
controls. Some of the most crucial controls 
are in the area of stabilizing incomes through 
regulation of the volume of money in the 
economy and regulation of government’s taxes 
and expenditures ... We cannot, for example, 
talk realistically in terms of restoring an un- 
regulated, competitive price system in America. 


‘“‘We recognize that the extensive use of 
taxation to reduce inequalities that now exist 
is a desirable procedure from an economic and 
Christian perspective.” 


Commenting editorially on the action of the official 
boards of the Second Presbyterian Church of Knox- 
ville, the Journal stated: 


“The official boards of the Second Presby- 
terian Church took action day before yesterday 
which placed this community, and the country 
as a whole, under obligation to them. Because 
Dr. Clifford Barbour, moderator of the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States of America, 
is pastor of this congregation, its action ac- 
quires even more significance. 


“What the combined boards of the church 
did was to adopt resolutions denouncing 
specifically several of the outright Socialist 
positions assumed by a recent conference spon- 
sored by the Federal Council of the Churches 
of Christ in America. The two points specifical- 
ly censured did not include all of the Socialist 
doctrine set forth in Bishop G. Bromley Ox- 
nam’s ‘Call for Action in Relation to Economic 
Life’ at this conference, but the two were 
typical. They dealt with the Federal Council’s 
advocacy of a planned economic order and the 
levelling of all individual incomes by taxation. 
The boards not only asserted that the Federal 
Council should draw ‘severe censure.’ but 
memorialized the Presbytery of Union to take 
‘vigorous, critical action’ and to make over- 
tures at the next General Assembly for that 
body to repudiate the policies under fire. 


“For thus courageously assuming responsi- 


bility for open opposition to the plans and 
programs of a clique of Socialists actually in 


control of the Federal Council of Churches, 
the Second Presbyterian Church is deserving 
of public thanks. If the schemes of these men, 
to use the church and its unsuspecting congre- 
gations to convert the United States into a 
totalitarian country, is to be halted at all, it 
must be done from inside the churches. It must 
come from an awakening upon the part of 
church congregations and their leaderships to 
the fact that they are being deceived, that 
their contributions are being taken under false 
pretenses. For the spiritual verities, which it 
has been the traditional obligation of all 
churches to instill in the hearts and minds of 
men, are being substituted the economic the- 
ories of a group plainly Socialist.” 





The Prayer Meeting 


By Rev. Frank Morse 
Birmingham, Ala. 


The Prayer Meeting can be a joy and a Power. 
Instead of its being a burden as it is to many 
churches it can be a boon. 


Where now there are a few old and faithful who 
will brave the wilds of the night to come out on 
Wednesday night, there are many who will be 
reached for the Mid-Week prayer service if ap- 
proached and challenged aright. Jesus said ‘‘Where 
two or three are gathered together in My name, 
there I am.’”’ What a wonderful staff with which to 
pull up this world. But don’t make it a crutch on 
which to lean your resignations, Moses, Joshua, and 
Gideon made a record of what you can do with a 
small group committed to the Lord. With their 
faith they made a Great Day. Let’s not forget, 
that was many centuries ago. Let’s make a record 
for God today. If they could win victories then why 
not see what we can do with numbers consecrated 
to the Lord, Now. 


Challenge the people to meet together and pray. 
We need it. With God’s help let’s move some moun- 
tains today. Why not be a means of showing the 
arm of our almighty God in the face of the Nation 
wide strike, impending war, need for men and 
women for World Missions, a revival in this country, 
the healing of the sick, and many local calls. 


Put it up to the flock, pastor. They will respond. 
Resurrect the dead prayer meeting and make it an 
Hour of Power. 


S iio A Ganon 
By Wade C. Smith 


Fontana Dan, N. C. 

I spaded up the ground in March. I broke the 
clods and raked it off smooth. I drilled the rows 
and planted the seed. I worked hard. With every 
stroke of the spade, fork or rake I visualized 
radishes, green peas, beets, onions and lettuce. But 
when I had planted and covered the seed I could 
do no more. I had to wait and let some other 
power work. The seed were covered up and out of 
sight for days. So far as I could see nothing was 
happening. There lay my garden plot; only dumb 
and motionless beds and speechless rows. But I had 
faith and was sure that something was going on 
under the surface. And I was abundantly rewarded. 
After some days little green shoots began to appeai 
in the rows. Tiny leaves began to form on some of 
them, and the beans cracked the soil and brok« 
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through bodily, sepported by slender, green col 
umns. It was fascinating to watch that silent powe: 
work. Ultimately satisfying fruit. 


Nature was demonstrating the fact that our God 
is a God of growth. Whatever is of God is both 
good and growing. No matter how small the seed, 
if placed in the bosom of God’s care, it grows and 
grows and grows, until it multiplies itself many 
times. Nothing that is good can shrink in God’s 
hands—nor can it remain the same; it has to grow. 


This principal of life and growth in God’s deal- 
ings with us becomes all the more precious when we 
see how small we are, and how powerless we are to 
be larger without Him. It becomes positive joy 
when we realize how big life can grow, and how 


abundant its satisfaction when linked with Him. My 
garden was linked with Him and He supplied the 
germ of life, the soil, the sunshine and the rain, 
resulting in a happy reaping. My life is linked with 
Him, and my stammering tongue grows strangely 
eloquent, my little personality grows and becomes 
conscious of achievement. I suddenly discover that 
God’s great plans for humanity are my plans, too; 
that God’s great work in the world is my work, too. 
Actually, God and I are partners in a growing 
Kingdom! He sends me forth to sow and He sends 
me forth to reap; and my growth-loving soul is 
filled with the joy of God’s wonderful harvesting. 


Thank God today that He has arranged for us a 
growing life, a growing character, a growing use- 
fulness and a growing joy! 





The Inscription Of The Cross 
Of Christ 


By Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D. 
Concord, N. C. 


In The Presbyterian Outlook of March 7, 1949, 
the editor quotes a distinguished minister in our 
church as arguing against the verbal inspiration of 
the Scriptures from the fact that the Four Gospel 
writers vary in reporting the words of inscription 
on the cross of Christ. 


This is rather an objection to the verbal in- 
spiration of the Word of God. It is not an argu- 
ment. The trouble about an objection is that it 
answers no questions and solves no problems. It is 
like throwing a monkey wrench into the cog of a 
wheat combine. It will choke the machinery but it 
will not harvest the wheat crop, nor even contribute 
in the least to that result. The editor said the argu- 
ment ended when this minister showed that all of 
the four writers, including John, use different 
words. In my judgment this argument ended at 
Montreat only because his opponent, whoever he 
was, Was not prepared to answer him, and not be- 
cause he could not be answered. 


In the first place, let us notice that the inscrip- 
tion was not inspired by the Holy Spirit, nor was 
it written by any one of the four inspired writ- 
ers. Jt was written by Pontius Pilate, the Roman 
Governor, and he did not care whether it was 
true or not. It answered his purpose of exasperat- 
ing the chief priests whom he knew had delivered 
him for envy. And Pilate got a great deal of 
satisfaction out of bluntly refusing to change it 
at their request when he said to them very em- 


phatically, “What I have written, I have writ- 
ten.” 
In the second place, let us observe that th 


four Gospel writers did not copy this inscription 
from the cross on the day of the crucifixion, or 
before the cross with its inscription was destroyed. 
But twenty years or more later Matthew and Mark 
wrote their Gospels from memory, while John 
Wrote some sixty years or more from memory. O) 
in the case of Luke, he wrote what he had learned 
from the testimony of reliable witnesses, twenty 
or twenty-five years after the crucifixion of 
Christ. 

In the third place, let us see in what capacity 
these four writers served in their writings: 


Luke acted as a Historian—‘He set forth in 
order a declaration of those things which are most 
surely believed among us, even as they were de- 
livered unto us, which from the beginning were 
eye-witnesses and ministers of the Word.” The 
Holy Spirit so guided Luke in the selection of his 
material as to produce a biographical sketch of the 
birth, life death, resurrection, and ascension of 
Christ, He based his story on the testimony of 
reliable witnesses. All that we may know of the 
facts and events of history is based on this same 
kind of evidence. Without the testimony of re- 
liable witnesses we could not certainly know of 
any event that ever occurred in the past beyond 
our present generation. 


Matthew, Mark, and John were eyewitnesses to 
the events they recorded. John says, “That which 
we have seen and heard declare we unto you.” 
Justin Martyr, about 139 A. D., in his Apology for 
the Christian Religion, wrote to the Emperor 
Trajan and called the four Gospels, ‘“‘The Memoirs 
of the Apostles.”” Jesus promised His disciples that 
the “Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in 
My name, He shali teach you all things and 
bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever 
I have said unto you.” As a form of literature the 
four Gospels may best be called ‘‘Reminiscences.” 
When John wrote his Gospel about the year 90 
A. D. he was perfectly familiar with the Synoptics, 
the other three Gospels, as they had been circu- 
lated among the churches for years. He never 
challenged a single statement the others had made 
nor gave the slightest intimation that any one of 
them might be in error in the smallest degree. 
When John completed his writings he had before 
him the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa- 
ments as we have them as he was well pleased 
with both. 


In the discussion of the inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures one thing is often lost sight of. And that is 
that God, by His singular care and providence, by 
natural gifts, training, experience, and observa- 
tion prepared the inspired writer to deliver the 
message in his own style and manner as the 
Spirit intended him to do. God prepares the 
messenger to deliver the message as well as the 
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message he is to deliver, This distinguished min- 
ister in silencing his opponent left his auditors to 
infer that a variation is a contradiction, which is 
not necessarily true, and in this instance certainly 
was not true. 


Suppose a murder trial is in progress and there 
are four eyewitnesses to the murder, and they 
each one tell the same story in the very same 
words to the minutest detail. The Judge would 
throw out their testimony, for he would know 
that these witnesses had conspired with each other 
either for or against the defendant. Since their 
testimony was not independent it could not be 
reliable nor trustworthy. But if all the witnesses 
agreed in the main or essential facts and differed 
or varied as to the details or non essential matters, 
their testimony would be accepted as true and 
reliable. 


Let us apply this well known rule to the case 
in question. Mark states the heart and core of 
the inscription when he said Pilate wrote ‘“‘The 
King of the Jews.’’ Luke is a little more definite 
when he says he wrote—“This is the King of the 
Jews.”’ Matthew enlarges a bit, when he says— 
“This is Jesus the King of the Jews.’”’ While John 
goes a little farther and says—’’Jesus of Nazareth 
the King of the Jews.’’ Here are variations but 
no contradiction for they all agree with Mark 
in saying, “The King of the Jews.”’ The heart and 
core of the inscription was given by all of them. 


All four of these writers tell of the main facts 


in connection with the trial, crucifixion, and resur- 
rection of Christ but they vary widely when it 
comes to recording the seven sayings of Christ 
on the cross. While we most fondly cherish every 
word that Jesus uttered on the cross, yet we know 
the main facts to be recorded are that Jesus was 
rejected, condemned, crucified, rose again, and 
ascended to heaven. Let us notice what each one 
said that Jesus said: Matthew and Mark quote 
only one saying: “My God! My God! Why has 
Thou forsaken Me?” Luke records three: “Father 
forgive them for they know not what they do?’’, 
“Today shalt Thou be with Me in Paradise.” “Fath- 
er into Thy hands I commend My spirit.” John 
who knew the four sayings were on record gave 
three more: “Woman behold thy son, Son behold 
thy mother,” “I thirst,” and “It is finished.” 
These four writers supplement one another but 
they certainly do not contradict one another. 
They give a fourfold testimony for Christ. If it 
were the purpose of the Holy Spirit to present 
to the church and to the world, for all time to 
come, four independent. reliable, and trustworthy 
witnesses to the life, death, and resurrection of 
Christ, He admirably succeeded in doing that very 
thing. Who knows enough to be able to say that 
that was not His purpose? Who knows enough 
to be able to say, that the Holy Spirit did not 
use those “holy men of God’’—each one trained 
in the Providence of God—to convey the mind of 
the Holy Spirit, in the original manuscripts, in the 
very language and words that would best convey 
the meaning the Spirit intended? 











Church Woman’s Calendar 
April 1950 
Apr. 2: Christian Education (Higher Education) 
Day. 


Apr. 9: Easter Sunday. Overseas Relief Offering. 

Apr. 23: Assembly’s Training School Day. 

Circle Meetings: Organizational Meeting as new 
church year begins. 

Circle Program Bible Study: Abraham’s Prayers. 

Monthly Emphasis: Higher Education. 

General Program: In the Fellowship of the Saints. 

Presbyterial Meetings in many Presbyteries. 





Jesus Triumphs Over Death 
By Mrs. R. E. Hough 


Jackson, Miss. 
This study of the resurrection is based on Luke’s 
account as recorded in his Gospel. He wrote to a 
believer which explains his point of view. 


The darkness of the crucifixion passed with the 
death of the Lord. Death is the expression of the 
separation of the spirit from the body. The Lord’s 
body was placed in the tomb of Joseph and His 
spirit went into Paradise for three days. His body 
was resurrected sometime between sun-set of the 
seventh day of the week and sun-rise of the first 
day of the week. With the resurrection, the Sab- 
baths of the old creation passed into gloom and the 
First Day came with the First-born from among 
the dead. 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


PPP LPL PL OOP 


The first Lord’s Day was a crisis in eternity. 
Heaven with faith and hell with fear watched with 
tense interest. In heaven the resurrection of Jesus, 
which was the union of His earthly and spiritual 
bodies, was longed for because heaven wanted to 
see His victory over sin. To heaven the resurrection 
meant that Christ would enter into His eternal 
state in His immortal body. 

God alone saw the resurrection. The disciples saw 
only the empty tomb, ‘“‘the place where the Lord 
lay.”’ They knew the resurrection as an accomplish- 
ed fact because they saw Christ dead and later they 
saw Him alive. Scripture is permeated with the 
truth of the resurrection of Christ. The Old Testa- 
ment predicted it in the sign of Aaron’s rod that 
budded, the wave sheaf and other signs, also in 
prophecy. Scripture demanded His resurrection. Th¢ 
Gospels record it, the epistles teach its doctrine 
and Revelation bears testimony to it. It is one of 
the most surely believed facts of history. It was 
one of the first essentials in belief taught to the 
early church. Its certainty was established by that 
group which was called to be His official witnesses 
and by that group which saw Christ after th 
resurrection. So absolutely convinced were th 
disciples that most of them gave their lives for thi 
truth. 

The earthly life of Christ closed with a mirac! 
as great as the one with which it began. The resu 
rection and the incarnation substantiate each othe 
The light of the resurrection morn dawned. Hopi 
was dead. The cross had crushed their faith but 
not their love. Having forgotten His teachings, His 
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resurrection was wholly unexpected by His follow- 
ers. 


On the appointed day for life, the women came 
with the emblems of death. Mary of Bethany, the 
only one who had seemed to understand His lessons 
on eternity, was not one of that group. But there 
was Mary Magdalene out of whom He had cast 
seven demons. She of whom much had been forgiven 
loved much. The angel had rolled away the stone 
to let His followers see the empty tomb, not to 
let Him out. God raised Him and He came forth. 
He was delivered from death that His body might 
not see corruption. 


Angels in dazzling glory announced, “He is not 
here, but is risen: remember how He spake unto 
you when He was in Galilee.” To know the Bible is 
the greatest need of the world. To womanhood was 
entrusted the first message. Mary Magdalene and 
the other Mary were to the New Testament what 
Miriam and Deborah were to the Old Testament— 
the heralds of victory over sin, death and Satan. 
They were publishers of the King. Their feelings 
changed from sorrow to perplexity, and then to joy. 


The body which was put into the sepulchre was 
the same body which was raised. That body was 
handled and felt; He ate and drank; He spoke and 
listened; He saw and was seen. Yet His body had 
been changed. Having left the grave clothes in the 
sepulchre, He wore garments of immortality. ‘“‘There 
are also celestial bodies, and bodies terrestial: but 
the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of 
the terrestial is another. (I Cor. 15:40). 


The empty tomb bore testimony to His deity. 
The question of the centuries was and is, ““Why 
seek ye the living among the dead?” Christ’s earthly 
life began at His birth and ended with His ascen- 
sion. His exaltation began at His resurrection and 
continues into the eternal future. 


The resurrection of Christ was the beginning of 
a new and higher form of life. The sensible mani- 
festations of His raised body were wholly within 
His own power. Such was not true of those who had 
been revived from death and restored to life, as 
Lazarus, for example, whose bodies obeyed physi- 
cal laws. Christ showed Himself to prove His 
resurrection to His disciples and to teach them that 
He had become the beginning of the new creation, 
the heavenly Man immortal and incorruptible. The 
disciples needed to grow accustomed to His immor- 
tal body so that they could become calm and trust- 
worthy in His new presence. This was necessary 
before they could receive directions from Him for 
their future work. It was likewise necessary that 
He withdraw frequently and reappear that they 
might accustom themselves to His invisible presence. 


The redemptive work of Christ is continuous and 
progressive in all ages. There was a close relation- 
ship established with His disciples as indicated by 
His calling them “brethren,” for the first time. 
This had been predicted in the sin-offering Psalm, 
twenty-two. As His helpers and co-workers their 
faith must be renewed and strengthened for the 
enlarged work. Not until their faith in Him as the 
risen, living One was unshakable could He leave 
His work to them. This was accomplished during 
the days between the resurrection and the ascen- 
sion. 

There was a difference in the purposes of His 
appearances in Judea and Galilee. In Judea He 
convinced His disciples of the reality of His res- 
urrection. In Galilee He gave them the apostolic 
commission, but not until all, even Thomas, be- 
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lieved. The passing by of Jerusalem indicates the 
world scope of the proclamation. With authority He 
commissioned them, “‘As the Father hath sent me, 
even so send I you.” In His earthly life the Lord 
ministered to all people. In His resurrection life, 
He ministered to His own only. The world saw Him 
last on the cross and will see Him no more till He 
comes in judgment. “The souls of believers are at 
their death made perfect in holiness, and do im- 
mediately pass into glory; and their bodies, being 
still united to Christ, do rest in their graves till 
the resurrection. At the resurrection, believers be- 
ing raised up in glory, shall be openly acknowledged 
and acquitted in the day of judgment, and made 
perfectly blessed in the full enjoying of God to all 
eternity.” 


The resurrection of Christ fulfilled the Scripture, 
therefore all promises of the Bible will be fulfilled. 
It is the pledge for the resurrection of the bodies 
of all believers; it assures them of eternal life and 
glory; it makes certain the final defeat of Satan; 
it guarantees the forgiveness of sin in His name. 
As Adam’s transgression brought death to all, so 
Christ’s resurrection brings life to all who believe. 
His resurrection is the foundation of the Church 
and the hope of the believer. Christianity is the 
religion of super-natural facts. The plan of salva- 
tion is, “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth 
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that 
God —— raised him from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved.” 


The resurrection is the unanswerable argument 
for the accomplishment by Jesus Christ, of God’s 
purpose of destroying the works of the devil. Be- 
cause Jesus was victorious, the soul trusting in 
Him shall be victorious. “O death, where is thy 
sting? But thanks be to God, which giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
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The Program Of Evangelism 
At Stillman College 
By Myrtle Williamson 


Evangelism at Stillman College is a part of the 
on-going program of the school. The program of 
evangelism seeks to include every one from the 
President to the students. 


The first evangelistic effort under the new ad- 
ministration was begun in September, 1948. At 
that time the sophomore class in Religious Educa- 
tion under the direction of the college pastor and 
the professor of Religious Education took a census 
of the community surrounding the College. The in- 
formation gathered by the survey was used by the 
Brown Memorial Presbyterian Church and the 
ministers of the Snedecor Memorial Synod in a 
visitation evangelism campaign during the meeting 
of Synod. Students also participated in visitation 
in the campaign. 


The College calendar provides for two weeks of 
religious emphasis in each school year—one in the 
Fall and one in the Spring. These are times of 
special importance in the matter of securing per- 
sonal acceptance or their renewed consecration to 
Jesus Christ, their Saviour and Lord. At the conse- 
cration services, various methods have been used 
to determine the students who are interested in 
further conversation concerning spiritual matters; 
students who desire to unite with the Church, and 
students who wish to dedicate themselves anew to 
Christian service. However, these special services 
of evangelistic effort do not stand as _ isolated 
instances; rather they are merely a part of the on- 
going program of the school. The Westministe: 
Fellowship Council, as well as the faculty and ad- 
ministration are constantly alert to discover needs 
of students and meet those needs. There is a slow, 
but constant stream of students who unite with 
srown Memorial Church. 


There is no effort made to change the religion of 
those who are members of other denominations. 
There is a constant effort to win commitments to 
Christ; to deepen the Christian experience and to 
guide toward more Christian living in the classroom 
as well as in the daily Chapel services and the 
regular religious services which the students them- 
selves conduct. 


At the faculty workshop before the beginning of 
this term, there was a great deal of discussion 
about the matter of presenting every subject from 
a Christian point of view and on the undergirding 
of the entire life at Stillman with Christian ideals 
and principles. Every student in the regular College 
is required to have eighteen hours of Bible for 
graduation. These classes are taught from the 
basic assumption that the Word of God contained 
in the Old and New Testaments provides the only 
true basis for life and faith. 


Undergirding all the activities of the faculty and 
students are three special groups which meet in 
prayer for the religious life of the school: the 
faculty as a whole, under the leadership of Presi- 
dent Samuel Burney Hay, meets each morning for 
prayer at 7:20; the Fellowship of the Concerned is 
a small group of students who meet each week for 
prayer and discussion of Christian living; and the 
Westminster Fellowship Council as well as several 
prayer groups in the various commissions. 


The immediate feature at Stillman is the Spring 
Religious Emphasis which is to be held March 13-19. 


Peter Marshall’s New Book 
MR. JONES, MEET THE MASTER! 


These selected sermons and prayers, addressed to the man in 
the street, show Peter Marshall’s greatness. ‘“‘He was a man of 
great piety and great wit, a man with strength of soul and 
fine personal charm ... He put the whole power of his spirit 
into his beseechings of Almighty God.” $2.50. 

—Congressional Record. 


This Book May Be Purchased From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


Rev. Moses E. James of New Orleans, a graduate 
of Stillman Theological School is the chief speaker. 
In addition to discussion groups led by students on 
various phases of Christian living, there will be 
periods of devotional Bible study led by students 
under the direction of Rev. Malcolm E. Mclver, 
Presbyterian Minister to Students at the University 
of Alabama, and part-time faculty member in Still- 
man’s Theological Department. Groups of students 
have already begun special prayer for this evangel- 
istic effort. 

The students of Stillman have organized and are 
conducting a Sunday School for Negro children in 
the very heart of the Negro Community of Tusca- 
loosa. Miss Myrtle Williamson of our faculty, and 
Mrs. Sam B. Hay, wife of the president, are its 
sponsors and assist the students in this work. 


The Elephants Sign On 
The Dotted Line 
By A. Hoyt Miller 


Evangelistic Missionary 


Kakinda, Africa 


More than a year has passed since I wrote you 
about the work here at Kakinda. At that time I 
told you something about our plans to relocate the 
Morrison Bible School. How that after months of 
walking and looking we located here on the south- 
east end of our mission. The State official and 
missionary signed the concession papers, and then 
the local chiefs of the Bena Kanyoka (people of 
the little snake) added their thumb prints. But the 
elephants, who had owned this land from the 
beginning, were not called in. For more than a 
year they seemed most unfriendly and did not want 
a station here. They pushed our first little grass 
house down. They came in mass to destroy ou 
crops, hoping, I suppose to starve us out. Soon, 
however, we had our construction started, and built 
a rock residence right across their trunk highway. 
We operated heavy trucks during the day, and at 
night when they came near the natives made all 
the noise they could with all the noise making in- 
struments they could find. When Mr. Worth fell in 
one of the pit traps made to catch elephants, they 
seem to think that was a good joke and that they 
had won. They sent the big chief in to have a last 
unfriendly look at what we were doing and then al! 
left, at least for the time being. In other words. 
they signed on the dotted line. 


So much for the elephants and we will let them 
go. The important question is: What have we done 
and what are we doing with your money here at 
Kakinda? We missionaries started to build mor 
than a year ago. All buildings are being done in 
rough rocks picked up on the hills around. We made 
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what we think is a very practical and beautiful 
station plan before a house was built. Soon a 
contract for twenty-six houses, large and small, 
was let to a good contractor. A lot of clearing and 
cleaning had to be done. About eight miles of dirt 
roads were opened on and around the station. 
About half of these roads will be permanent, while 
the others are for gathering rocks in the hills. One 
residence has been finished, and the contract build- 
ings are well underway. 


The one thing that located this station just where 
it is was a fine spring of good water coming out of 
the rocks 110 feet above us and 100 yards from us. 
This water was needed both for use in our homes 
and for construction. As I write this letter a full 
2 inch pipe of fine water is being delivered right to 
the center of the station. The delivery is 50 gallons 
every two minutes, or a bit better than 30,000 
gallons per day. A spring of living water that will 
flow on and on so long as the Lord plans to have 
us work here at Kakinda. 

From the start the mission planned to rebuild the 
Bible School, and to build a Normal School, but 
where we did not know. Later, for the sake of 
economy, and to insure one good institution, these 
two school projects were joined as one. The station 
here is KAKINDA, while the school is named 
INSTITUTE MORRISON. The two departments 
are: Ecole Biblique and Ecole de Moniteurs. The 
old name Morrison Bible School has been dropped. 


The estimates to do this work were made five 
years ago. You will find them listed among the 
Congo Mission’s askings in the Program of Progress 
list. These estimates are far too small now to finish 
the job. The cost of labor and materials has greatly 
increased here in Congo, just as they have there 
in the States. Do I hear you saying: “There he goes 
as usual, talking about more and more money.” No, 
I am not asking you for any more money. All we 
want is for you to see that the Program of Progress 
askings are given, and on time. Fortunately for us 
all, the Belgian Government has at long last de- 
cided to help Protestant Missions with their day 
schools. There being no restrictions on religious 
instruction, our mission is accepting this offer. We 
have asked for an appropriation of just under 
$150,000.00, and it looks now as if this will soon be 
granted. With it we hope to build the Ecole de 
Moniteurs. All plans and estimates and specifica- 
tions have been made, and the contractor is ready 
to “‘sign on the dotted line” so soon as the money is 
in the bank. So with this help, and with your con- 
tinued help through the Program of Progress, this 
Kakinda project should be finished in the not too 
distant future. 


We are trying as best we can to make your 
dollars count for the most in the ongoing of the 
Kingdom. We ask you to continue to join us here 
in Congo with your love and interest, and with 
your prayers and money. Help us to do this growing 
and going job at Kakinda. 
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REQUEST 


Several years ago a large group in our 
Church covenanted to pray each Saturday 
night for a revival. Some may have forgotten 
a covenant, others may never have heard 
of it. 


ie 





EACH SATURDAY NIGHT 
Pray For Revival 
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BELHAVEN COLLEGE 
Jackson ... Mississippi 


A Liberal Arts College for Women where the 
fundamentals in education are stressed, and 
where emphasis is placed on Spirituality, 
Scholarship, and Physical Training, in the 
order of their importance. Reasonable rates. 


For information write to: 
: G. T. Gillespie ... President 
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Personal Outreach 


For Christ 


In compliance with the order of the General 
Assembly and in co-operation with other commu- 
ions in the United Evangelistic Advance, we sum- 
mon our people, including men, women, young 
adults and young people, to a special emphasis 
upon Evangelism and to a more definite prepara- 
tion for more effective work in winning people to 
Christ. To this end, with a sense of urgency for 
greater activity on the part of church members in 
winning others for Christ and the Church, and in 
recognition of interest already manifest by our lay- 
leaders, and in continuation of the major emphasis 
of the Program of Progress, we request these 
various groups from the Assembly level to that of 
the local church to promote a program of special 
instruction and activity in personal evangelism. We 
suggest that the first quarter of the new church 
year, (April, May, June) 1950, be the time in 
which this study is particularly emphasized. That 
May 21 through June 25 be a period in which 
every Sunday School will make this an elective in 
place of the regular Sunday School lessons. We 
suggest further that the pastor and session, in co- 
operation with leaders of the above groups, formu- 
late definite plans to provide classes and instructors 
at such times as may be convenient in the local 
situation. 


It is our earnest prayer that from these groups 
will come many with deeper concern for the un- 
reached and a more devoted endeavor to win them 
to Christ. 

Frank C. Brown 

Lloyd Courtney 

Wm. H. McCorkle 

Division of Evangelism 
Board of Church Extension. 
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Plan Your VBS Now 


You'll find our 32-page Free Pro- 
dias spectus immensely helpful in plan- 
ning your vital VBS work. Whatever 
PROSPECTUS the size of school, use Standard’s out- 
standing 3-year course, each in ten 

lesson studies, for Beginner, Primary, 

Junior, Intermediate. Third-year course is brand new 
for 1950. All this described in Prospectus; also list of 
certificates, awards, posters, cutouts, buttons, hand- 
books, etc. These True-to-the-Bible courses are teach- 
able, attractive, low cost, complete, proved practical in 
thousands of schools across the nation. Write for your 


Free Prospectus TODAY! 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO. 20 East Central Pkwy, Cincinnati 10, Ohio 


es 





“Leave Drinking Alone,” Is 
Advice To Youth From Walker, 
Hart, Justice, And 52 Other 
All-Americans 


“I don’t drink and my advice to American youth 
is to leave drinking entirely alone. You can have 
plenty of good, clean fun without alcohol, and your 
life will be happier if you learn to say: ‘No, thank 
you.’ ”’ 


That advice comes from Doak Walker, of Sou- 
thern Methodist University; Leon Hart, of Notre 
Dame; and Charlie Justice, of North Carolina— 
and from 52 other All-American caliber football 
stars whose statements appear in the January issue 
of The Allied Youth. Stressing the importance of 
clean living and clear thinking, these nationally 
prominent athletes leave no doubt that their success 
has been possible because they were total ab- 
stainers, in season and out. They debunk the pop- 
ular fallacy that drinking is necessary for prestige, 
popularity, or happiness. 


Walker, three-year All-American, was named by 
Collier’s as “‘Player of the Year for Sportsman- 
ship.” Hart, also three-year All-American, won the 
Heisman Trophy and two other awards as “Player 
of the Year.” Justice, twice All-American, is rated 
the greatest kicker of all time. 


Other All-Americans whose statements are fea- 
tured by The Allied Youth include Emil Sitko and 
Bob Williams of Notre Dame, Arnold Galiffa of 
Army, Wade Walker of Oklahoma, Leo Nomellini 
and Clayton Tonnemaker of Minnesota, Al Wistert 
of Michigan, Art Weiner of North Carolina, Bernie 
Barkouskie of Pitt, and John Schweder of Penn- 
sylvania. 


Allied Youth is a non-political, non-sectarian 
educational organization, using education, recrea- 
tion and personality guidance to help teen-agers 
face social pressure for drinking. It works chiefly 
through high school posts in 29 States, the District 
of Columbia, and Hawaii. The Allied Youth is its 
monthly magazine for teen-agers, published from 
its headquarters at 1709 “‘M” Street, N.W., Wash- 
ington 6, D. C. 
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Conquest Of Death 


By Rev. Homer Casto 


Who is this enemy we fear, 

Coming to all in every sphere? 

Is there no power to overcome 

The despoiler of our lives and home? 


Yes, on the cross of Calvary 

Was won a signal victory 

When surely the power of sin was broken 
And God’s redeeming word was spoken. 


Then resurrection MUST defeat— 
Conquest of death was there complete. 
From Easter’s gift by faith made free 
We share with Him the victory. 





Wings For The Soul 


Where Is Happiness? 


Not in Unbelief: Voltaire was an infidel of the 
most pronounced type. He wrote: “I wish I had 
never been born.” 


Not in Pleasure: Lord Byron lived a life of 
pleasure, if anyone did. He wrote: “The worm, the 
canker, and the grief are mine alone.” 


Not in Money: Jay Gould, the American million- 
aire, had plenty of that. When dying he said: “I 
suppose I am the most miserable man on earth.” 


Not in Position and Fame: Lord Beaconsfield 
enjoyed more than his share of both. He wrote: 
“Youth is a mistake; manhood, a struggle; old age, 
a regret.” 


Not in Military Glory: Alexander the Great con- 
quered the known world in his day. Having done 
so, he wept in his tent, because, he said, ‘Ther 
are no more worlds to conquer.” 


Where, Then, Is Happiness Found? The answer i: 
simple: In Christ alone. He said, “I will see you 
again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy 
no man taketh from you.” —Unknown. 
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Young People’s Department 


By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For April 
April 16: Good News 


Introduction 


The Church of Jesus Christ is in the world to 
proclaim to all men the gospel. The word “gospel” 
simply means the good news. In other words, we 
are here to tell the good news of God to the world. 


In our own day we are very conscious of how 
tremendously important it is that men throughout 
the world know immediately and accurately the 
news of the world. Our news gathering agencies 
are girdling the globe with newsmen who gather the 
news and tell it to the world. We, in the church of 
Jesus Christ, should just as efficiently and effec- 


tively girdle the globe with the good news from 
God. 


What is this good news that the church has to 
tell the world? Let us turn to Paul’s letter to the 


Church of Corinth, for there he defines the good 
news. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
I Cor 15:1-11 


The gospel is the Good News that Christ died. 
What a peculiar form of Good News. That is usually 
sad news. What could come to the world by going 
into all the world and declaring that Christ died? 
Look at that death and we see why. (See especially 
verse 3 and 4) 


1. It was an actual death—Christ died. Christ 
died on the cross of Calvary. Who was this one who 
died? From the very dawn of man’s history God 
spoke by Prophets of old, period by period, to 
identify and define the presence and work of the 
coming of the Saviour and when Christ came His 
presence and work completely matched the power 
laid down before so that no thinking man can 
escape the fact that it was the Son of the living 
God who actually died on the cross of Calvary. 
If the Son of God came into the world and actually 
died on a Roman cross it is not only news but it 
must be news of history long significance. 

2. It was a substitutionary death—for our sins. 
Christ died for our sins. When we hear the news 
that Christ actually died we ask, “Why?” “What 
for?” And we are told that He died for our sins— 
the just for the unjust, the innocent for the guilty. 
No matter what else we may think of the death of 
Christ we have missed the heart of it until we come 
to the place where we see that he died for us, 
in our place as a substitute. 

3. It was a necessary death—for sins. It was 
necessary that Christ should die for our sins be- 
cause there was no other way to remove the guilt, 
pollution, and penalty of our sins. Had there been 
some other way, Christ would not have died for 
us, but God would have expected us to work it out. 


4. It was a Biblical death—according to the 
Scriptures. Christ died according to the Scriptures. 
Throughout the Old Testament, again and again, 
the message comes, “He was wounded for our 
transgressions.”” In the gospel Christ tells us that 
He is going to give His life as “a ransom for 


many.” And in the Epistles we are told, “He, Him- 
self bore our sin in His own body on the tree.” 
Many people give many meanings to the death of 
Christ today and many people don’t put too much 
stock in the death of Christ. We accept it just as 
the Bible explains it, a substitutionary death for us, 
and we can not doubt that God accepts that death 
in place of our death because of the way in which 
God prepared us for that death throughout the 
centuries of Old Testament history and because of 
the transforming results in the lives of those who 
have trusted in that death since Calvary. 


5. It was a victorious death—rose again the third 
day. He rose again the third day. God placed His 
stamp of approval upon the sacrifical work of 
Christ in death by raising Him from the dead, and 
because He rose again from the dead He ever lives 
to make real and effective in our hearts and lives 
what He did upon the cross of Calvary. 


Suggestions 


There is so much confusion in the world today 
about the gospel that we ought to study this 
passage carefully until we have it clearly in our 
minds. In the talks or in the discussion period it 
should be pointed out that the responsibility to live 
a good life well and responsibilities to the social and 
world orders do not constitute the gospel. They are 
all by-products and inevitable consequences of 
believing the gospel. Place this Scripture at the 
heart of the program. Study it and discuss ways 
and means that you can more clearly proclaim the 
good news to the lost and dying world. 





April 23: One Great Fel- 
lowship Of Love 


Introduction 


Oft times we Christians who come together week 
after week for worship and study think that the 
church is only the particular church that we happen 
to attend and that the people who are serving the 
Lord are only the people we know in our church. 
But we should not only have a wide vision that takes 
in all the believers in Jesus Christ throughout the 
whole wide earth but we should be conscious of 
our vital and spiritual fellowship with them. 


Fellowship is one of the great Christian words. 
It is used several times in our New Testament and 
it has the idea of “Possessing things in common,” 
or being in “Partnership.” We possess certain things 
in common with all believers in Jesus Christ 
throughout the whole wide earth and we are in 
partnership with them in the carrying forward of 
the work of the Kingdom of God. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 


Since fellowship is a common word in the New 
Testament, for our scripture lesson let us look at 
some of the characteristic passages that tell us of 
our fellowship in love. 


1. Fellowship with God. I John 1:3. Before we 
can talk about our horizontal fellowship with 
believers throughout the whole wide earth we must 
first of all know that we have vertical fellowship 
with the living God. For without fellowship with 
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God we can not have fellowship with other Chris- 
tians. The only way that we can have fellowship 
with God and with other Christians is by so truly 
believing on the Lord Jesus Christ that we are born 
from above and enter into a living dynamic fellow- 
ship with God through the living Lord Jesus Christ. 
Until we are conscious of fellowship with God in 
Christ and our hearts are thrust outward towards 
other Christians, who are also in Christ, we have 
no basis for fellowship with others. 


2. Fellowship with Others. 


(a) In Worship. Acts 2:42. As soon as we believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ and are born again we 
just naturally want this fellowship with other 
Christians and the first place where we have this 
fellowship is in the church where we worship and 
study and celebrate the Sacraments. Apart from 
this fellowship we can have no sense of fellowship 
with other Christians. 


(b) In testimony. Phil. 1:5. When Paul came to 
Philippi there were no Christians, but when he 
preached the Gospel and there were men and 
women in Philippi that joined with Paul in preach- 
ing the Gospel they had fellowship in the Gospel in 
testifying to the saving grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. We must not only worship with others but 
we must unite with others in preaching the Gospel 
to the uttermost parts of the earth. 


(c) In Service. 2 Cor. 8:4. The Jewish Christians 
in Palestine did not have a sense of fellowship and 
oneness with the Gentile Christians of Asia Minor 
and in Europe. Paul received an offering from the 
Gentile Christians and took it to the Jewish Chris- 
tians that by this ministry of service they might 
realize their oneness. Throughout the world today 
there are countless Christians who need help, en- 
couragement and strength, and when we serve them 
by sending what they need, the gift makes us and 
them conscious of our oneness with each other. 


3. Fellowship Maintained. Eph. 4:1-6. When we 
talk about fellowship we need to remember that we 
are seeking to maintain and realize something that 
God has done and not to create something of our- 
selves. When we have believed on the Lord Jesus 
Christ we have been vitally united with all believers 
everywhere and we are called upon to realize and 
maintain a fellowship that will make this unity of 
the spirit practical and effective. We must walk 
worthy of our calling that by our fellowship with 
other Christians men can see our “One Lord, our 
one faith, our one Baptism.” 


4. Fellowship Broken. II Cor. 6:14. Not only must 
we realize that we can have fellowship and should 
have fellowship with all true believers on the Lord 
Jesus Christ everywhere but we also need to recog- 
nize that by the inevitable consequences on the 
very nature of things we can’t have fellowship with 
just any and everybody. Light and darkness do not 
mix. Oil and water do not mix. Hot and cold can 
not be together. And so it is that the soul that has 
been born from above cannot have true spiritual 
fellowship with the person who has never been 
born again. 


Personal Testimony 


In our scripture lesson we see that we are united 
with all Christians everywhere when we are born of 
the Spirit. And when we follow the leading of the 
Holy Spirit we begin to realize our fellowship and 
oneness with all Christians everywhere. This may 
seem a little idealistic and impractical but we need 











to keep in mind the words of the late Dr. Egbert 
W. Smith, of our Foreign Mission Committee. 
After surveying all of the Mission fields of the 
world and reflecting on his own experience, Dr. 
Smith said that he came to four inescapable con- 
clusions. 


1. That human nature is the same everywhere 
and needs to be born of the Spirit. 


2. Wherever the Gospel is truly received it pro- 


duces the same type of character regardless of 
color or culture. 


3. The Gospel always releases great forces that 
make for freedom from tyranny and for leader- 
ship in righteousness. 


4. The Holy Scriptures are the instrument that 
the Holy Spirit uses in doing His work. 


Thus we see that our most important duty in 
realizing and maintaining fellowship with Christians 
everywhere is to proclaim unequivocally the Gospel 
of the Lord Jesus Christ as it is presented in the 
Scriptures. For when we do all men everywhere, 
who have truly received the Gospel, will respond 
and those with whom fellowship is impossible will 
turn from the preaching of the Gospel. 


Suggestions 


In Presbyterian Youth the program is concerned 
with the testimonies of three young people: One 
from Germany, one from Guatemala and one from 
Japan. Their personal testimonies bear out what we 
have seen concerning “Fellowship.”’ Preface your 
program with a study of the Scripture Lesson on 
fellowship and follow the testimonies of the three 
young men with a consideration of the conclusions 
of Dr. Egbert W. Smith. 


If you have time your group might discuss this 
proposition: Which makes for the truest and strong- 
est fellowship: The method of the Evangelical move- 
ment? The Evangelical movement lifts the banner 
of a Gospel testimony clear and definite and invites 
all whose hearts respond to enter unto the fellow- 
ship. The Ecumenical movement takes all churches 
as they are and seeks to find the common basis of 
fellowship on which they can work together. In the 
light of the Scripture Lesson and program material, 
which in the long run will be the more effective? 





April 30: A Protestant Haven 


Introduction 


Last summer a good many American young 
people went to a work camp High up in the Alps 
of Italy where young people from all corners of 
the earth came to give their voluntary labor towards 
the building of an international, interdenomination- 
al Protestant Youth Center. The plan and purpose 
of Agape is to have a Protestant Haven where 
young people from all over the world may come 
and learn how to put into practice Christian living 
one with another. 


Our program for tonight, as outlined in Presby- 
terian Youth, is a series of letters allegedly written 
by one of these young people who attended the 
camp last summer and in these letters the life and 
objectives of the camp is set down. The Scripture 
Lessons suggested for use at the close of the talk 
and letters is Isaiah 2:2-4. It would be well not 
only to read this passage but to study it carefully, 
for it outlines the ideals and objectives of Agape 
and how they may be achieved. 
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SCRIPTURE LESSON 
Isaiah 2:1-5 


This passage of Scripture, we note from verse 
one, concerns Judah and Jerusalem. Some Chris- 
tians take this to mean that the passage applies to 
literal Judaism and Jersualem, while others apply 
this vision to the church. We should not fall into 
either error of interpretation, for what we have 
here, couched in symbolic language, is in outline of 
the Divine principles and objectives that shall be 
achieved through Israel, through the church, and 
through men who may not belong to either group. 


1. God’s Authority Recognized throughout the 
Earth. Verse 2. The word mountain, when used in 
Scripture is a symbol for Kingdom and authority, 
and this verse declares that there is going to come 
a day on the earth when God’s authority and King- 
dom will be recognized by all nations throughout 
all the earth. This will be in the last days, meaning 
that it is still future for we do not yet see all 
nations recognizing God’s authority and Kingdom, 
and it will be the last days for when this time has 
arrived all the kingdoms of this world will have 
become the Kingdoms of our Lord and Christ and 
He shall reign forever and there will never again 
he any time when God’s authority and Kingdom 
will not be recognized. 


2. God’s Word Followed Throughout the Earth. 
Verse 3. In that day the men of earth will go up 
to the Mountain of the Lord and to the House of 
Jacob. That is, they will go up to the Law and the 
Word of God that has come out of Zion and will 





there learn the ways of the Lord. God’s authority 
can never be recognized until God’s Word is fol- 
lowed throughout all the earth. 


3. God's Peace Experienced Throughout the 
Earth. Verse 4. When God’s authority is recognized 
throughout all the earth and God’s Word is followed 
throughout the earth, then men shall beat their 
swords into plow shares and their spears into prun- 
ing hooks and the world for the first time will 
know a just and durable peace with goodness and 
justice for all men everywhere. This kind of a 
world comes as a result of recognizing God’s 
authority and following God’s Word. Many are 
convinced that the Word of God tells us that such 
a world will never be until Christ Himself returns 
in person to rule and to reign. But while we await 
the days of His coming we must recognize His 
authority and follow His Word (Isaiah 2-5), so 
that if this kind of world does not come it will not 
be because we have failed to do our part. 


Suggestions 


Follow the program outline in Presbyterian 
Youth and for the Scripture Lesson not only read 
but present as a study the outline above. The leader 
could close the program by pointing out that in 
these work camps young people from all over the 
world are coming together to find out how God’s 
authority can be recognized throughout the earth 
and God’s Word followed. But at the same time 
remind the young people that what these work 
camps are on the international scale our young 
people’s groups and young people’s conferences 
should be at the community and state levels. 











Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For April 16: Amos The 
Prophet And His Program 


Scripture: Amos. Devotional Reading: Psalms 
42:1-8. “This prophet was a native of Tekoa, which 
is still called Tekoa, a town in Judah about six 
miles south of Bethlehem. He was a shepherd and 
dresser of sycamore trees. He was not a prophet by 
training, not trained in the regular prophetic 
schools. He said to his enemy, Amaziah the priest, 
that while he was not a professional prophet, and 
was not the son of a prophet, he was, nevertheless, 
divinely called to the prophetical office to deliver 
the message of Jehovah. 


He was a native of Judah but prophesied for 
Israel. It was during the reign of Jereboam II he 
was called to prophesy. Uzziah was then on the 
throne of Judah. His call occured a few years 
after that of Joel, probably about 765 B.C. Under 
Uzziah and Jereboam Judah and Israel enjoyed 
unusual prosperity. They were men of administra- 
tive ability, were able rulers. Under existing con- 
ditions the predictions of Amos would meet with 
skeptical regard; he would be looked upon as an 
alarmist, a pessimist, but in less than fifty years 
his announcement of the doom of Israel was ful- 
filled.”” (Introduction in Analytical Bible). 


“In this happy state of things, (their prosperity), 
what could be more improbable than the disasters 
to befall the nation announced by the prophet? 
It is always so when we take a superficial view of 


things, live in the present moment of peace and 
plenty and indulge ourselves. Amos foresaw the 
revival of Assyria coming out of her present weak- 
ness into great power, and that she should be the 
instrument in the fall of Israel as judgment upon 
her sin. He was one of the greatest of all the 
prophets, and by some is regarded as the greatest 
next to Isaiah and Jeremiah. He brought to Israel 
no prophetical credentials. Amaziah sneered and 
looked upon him as a pretentious and presumptious 
upstart. But the prophet was not misled or deceived 
in knowing that he was divinely called to prophesy 
to Israel. How often the Lord has laid His hand 
upon earnest, responsive souls who had not the 
stamp, the training and credentials of the school, 
and commissioned them to go forth and speak His 
word. How greatly God has blessed the messages of 
these humble servants we know full well. Amos is 
an outstanding example of the possession of the 
great essential whether one be trained in the school 
of the prophets, or be called from the farm, store 
or bench, i.e. being filled with the Spirit of God. 
For that there can be no substitute.”’ (Analytical 
Bible, Outstanding Facts). 


So much for the prophet and the times in which 
he lived. 

For his Program, let us consider the special 
verses selected for our study and some of the 
context. 


[. His Tactful and Arresting Approach: Chapters 
1-2. Notice these frequently repeated words: “For 
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three transgression and for four, I will not turn 
away the punishment thereof.” This phrase, coming 
with what might seem a somewhat monotonous 
regularity is an interesting study in both oratory 
and psychology. The prophet with his country 
common sense, knew that if he came to Israel from 
Judah and began in an abrupt and tactless manner 
his chances of being listened to, not to say heeded, 
would be slim indeed. Of course, he was also guided 
by the Spirit. So he gets his audiences interested, 
and then drives home the special application. 


He begins by citing the nations around Israel 
and telling of their coming judgment. Damascus, 
standing for Syria, which was an enemy of Israel 
is to be severely punished. “I will send a fire into 
the house of Hazael—I will break the bar of Da- 
mascus.”’ To the people of Israel this was welcome 
news, and they were ready to give a hearty, 
“Amen,” to this severe condemnation of a nation 
they hated and feared. 


Then he turns his eyes south to Gaza: “I will 
send a fire on the wall of Gaza—lI will cut off the 
inhabitant of Ashdod.” From Gaza he goes to 
Tyrus, Edom, Ammon, Moab, and to his own 
country of Judah: “I will send a fire upon Judah.” 
So far his message would awaken interest and ap- 
proval. Israel was only too glad to hear about the 
sins and judgments of these surrounding countries, 
even this sister-nation, Judah. 


All this is only introductory, however, to the 
real message of the prophet. He had been sent to 
Israel, and all this preliminary matter was but 
leading up to what he had been sent to proclaim. 
We will take up this message in our other lessons: 
We are only concerned at present with the “Pro- 
gram” of the prophet. He had a great deal of 
common sense and a real knowledge of the work- 
ings of the human mind, even though he had never 
taken a course in “psychology.” The Spirit of God, 
Who was controlling the mind of the prophet, 
knows all about the workings of the minds of men. 


His task was a most difficult one. We in this 
country know that even this far removed from our 
“War between the States” there still exists pre- 
judices in many people’s hearts. For a preacher, a 
reformer, or politician, to go from the land of 
“Dixie” to “Yankee Land,” or vice versa, and try 
to make an impression is almost impossible. The 
North and South are still inclined to look askance 
at visitors from either side who tell the other what 
to do. The land of Israel had had this “Civil War,” 
this “Rebellion,” and for a prophet from the South 
to go to the North and proclaim the word of the 
Lord was as unwelcome as Dr. Dabney would have 
been right after our war in the New England 
States, or Dr. Beecher in Virginia or the Carolinas. 


But Amos makes it clear to the people of Israel 
that. God is no respector of Nations; that even His 
own country of Israel is to feel the weight of 
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severe judgment. This approach ought to have 
made them ready to listen and heed, if any method, 
or program could, but we see that even with this 
kind of appeal his reception was anything but 
cordial. 


II. His Reception by the people of Judah 7:7-15. 





1. The Vision of the Plumbline: 7:7-9. As was 
the case with many of the prophets, Amos’ message 
was illustrated by very vivid word pictures. In 
these verses we have the vision of the plumbline. 
The plumbline stands for uprightness of character 
and conduct. The Lord is testing Israel and He 
finds that her whole national life is crooked: judg- 
ment is coming upon them for their sin: “And the 
high places of Israel shall be desolate, and the 
sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste; and I will 
rise up against the house of Jereboam with the 
sword.” 


2. The Reaction of Amaziah the priest of Bethel: ' 
10-14. He charges Amos with conspiracy and says 
the land is not able to bear it. He advises Amos to 
flee to his own country—to go back home—and 
not prophesy in the king’s chapel and court. 


3. The Reply of Amos: 14-15. It is brief and. to 
the point. He had not come “on his own”: “The 
Lord said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people 
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Israel.” This ought to have been sufficient. Amos 
proceeds to pronounce judgment on the priest, 
Amaziah. We see the courage of the prophet in 
these verses and also his divine commission. He was 
sent of God, and he must carry out his program 
for it was the program of God. 


Would that we had today a preacher, or prophet, 
with the courage and the commission of Amos! 
Our land is prosperous. We have won two wars. We 
have not suffered as many other nations have 
suffered. In our prosperity we seem to have for- 
gotten God. We are engaging in a drunken “‘spree.” 
Crimes of the most unusual and revolting nature 
are daily occurences, and our people seem to take 
it all without feeling any shame or contrition. 
Other nations are feeling the weight of terrible 
judgment. Do not let us think or say that these 
nations are sinners above all the nations of the 
world since such judgments have come upon them. 
“I tell you, nay, but except ye repent ye shall all 
likewise perish.’”? Unless America repents we may 
be sure that our sins will find us out, and that our 
punishment will be even more severe than some of 
these other countries. Those who know the will of 
God and do it not shall be beaten with many stripes. 


III. The Basket of Summer Fruit: 8:1-3. “Ripe 
for judgment” seems to be the meaning of this 
vision: “The end is come.” This was not only an 
unwelcome message; it seemed so unlikely of fulfill- 
ment. A time of prosperity often preceeds a “‘De- 
pression”: a time of prosperity also often preceeds 
a time of chastisement. Prosperity leads deeper 
into sin, and lulls us to sleep with a false sense of 
security. Is it possible that this is true of America 
in our time? 





Lesson For April 23: Amos 
Attacks Social Injustice 
( Temperance ) 


Scripture: Amos. Devotional Reading: Jeremiah 
18:1-8. Our sins fall into two categories: sins 
against God, and sins against our fellow men. We 
cannot sin against our fellow men without sinning 
against God, for He holds us responsible for the 
way we treat others. When God asked Cain the 
fateful question, Where is Abel, thy brother? Cain 
tried to excuse himself by saying, I know not, Am 
I my brother’s keeper? God’s answer and His severe 
punishment of Cain is abundant proof of our duty 
and responsibility in this matter of social justice. 


So, the blood of our brethren cries out to God 
and we are held strictly accountable for our at- 
titude toward those with whom we dwell here on 
earth. This is the reason that so much of the 
messages of the prophets is social in its nature. 
Amos brings some of the sharpest warnings of any 
of the prophets. 


It was natural that in a time of great prosperity 
and peace the sins of the people along this line 
would increase. The special sins we take up next 
Sabbath are in connection with worship — sins 
against God: today, we are concerned with conduct 
in relation to others. The selections used bring out 
different phases of these sins, and there is over- 
lapping. I want to stress certain aspects which seem 
to me to predominate in each section. 


I. Oppression of the Poor, and Greed: 2:6, and 
4:1-2. I was listening to the news just yesterday and 
heard the announcer tell of the prevalence of this 
in poverty-stricken Europe. It seems that the 
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wealthier people are evading taxes and that the 
burden of all expenses is falling upon the poor. 


Amos brings his accusation in these vivid picture- 
words: “Because they sold the righteous for silver, 
and the poor for a pair of shoes’—they were op- 
pressing the poor and crushing the needy. In times 
of prosperity also, it is often true that the rich be- 
come richer, and the poor, poorer. 


In our day politicians try to make the poor believe 
that they are their friends and talk a great deal 
along these lines, not that they care for the poor, 
but desire their votes. Communism has arisen with 
this “bait” for’the poor, and all intelligent people 
know that the leaders of Communism are becoming 
exceedingly wealthy, while the condition of the poor 
is never improved, but rather grows far worse 
under this system. The leaders of “Labor” often 
live luxuriously, and seem to think more of their 
own welfare than the welfare of those whom they 
pretend to represent. They have slogans like, “soak 
the rich,” and “relieve the poor,” and make their 
appeal to the “masses” in contrast to the “classes.” 
While some of this is sincere, it is hard to put much 
confidence in much of the promises and propaganda 
which is heard so often. No one believes in caring 
for, and treating justly and kindly the poor, more 
than the writer, but I am bound to be suspicious of 
these modern methods and leaders: I believe the 
poor are being deceived and used to advance selfish 
men in their desire for office or power. Also, in 
much proposed legislation laziness and wasteful- 
ness is encouraged. 


The Prophet Amos had a real regard for the poor, 
with no admixture of selfishness: he was “the poor 
man’s friend,” not his exploiter. This must be the 
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attitude of all followers of the Christ, Who was the 
Friend of the poor, Who Himself became poor, that 
we, through His poverty might become rich. The 
man who oppresses the poor is guilty of a double 
sin: he is hurting his fellow man; he is also defying 
the law of God. 


Oppression and greed go hand in hand. In verse 
7 of chapter 2, “these people,” pant after the dust 
of the earth on the head of the poor. They are 
greedy and desire all for themselves: this leads to 
oppression. 


Il. Ease, Luxury, Drunkenness: 6:1-6. 


1. “Woe unto them that are at ease in Zion.’”’ The 
sin of apathy, of indifference—of “doing nothing!” 
How often this has caused the downfall of nations, 
of homes, of churches! The church at Laodicea was 
lukewarm, at ease, self-satisfied, having need of 
nothing, in their own estimation. Israel was at ease. 
Both the Northern and Southern Kingdoms were 
prosperous, increased with goods, in need of nothing 
—at least that seemed to be their attitude—and 
they forgot God. They were putting their trust in 
the mountains of Samaria, instead of the Most 
High. 


Is not this our attitude in America? Warned by 
many a sincere and earnest voice of impending 
danger, we feel that the “State of the Union” is 
excellent, and would “laugh to scorn” those who 
try to see the other side, and call them gloomy 
pessimists, or worse. Business is on the boom, there 
is nothing to worry about. We close our eyes to the 
ominous onsweep of Atheistic Communism and the 
corruption and crimes and drunkenness of our 
nation. We need not be “‘pessimists” or “‘optimists”’: 
we ought to be “realists,” understanding our 
dangers and our duty. We, too, put off the evil 
day, and refuse to heed the warnings. Woe to those 
who are “fat ease” in America! We must “wake up” 
before it is too late. 

2. Luxury: here is another striking similarity 
between Israel and America. We as a nation have 
far more luxuries than our fathers even dreamed of 
having. The Intermediate-Senior Topic for our les- 
son is, ‘‘When a Nation goes soft.’’ Have we in this 
country “gone soft’’? Luxury is usually a fore- 
runner of ‘“softness.’”’ Israel under Jereboam II 
went soft. Are we, like the Israelites, stretching 
ourselves on “ivory couches,” eating fancy foods, 
chanting “idle songs’’? Listen to the music at our 
night clubs and over the radio. Most of these songs 
are worse than “idle’’: they are suggestively un- 
clean. A time of luxury is a time of loosened morals. 
When we have hardships, poverty, suffering, we 
become stronger morally, physically, and spiritually. 


3. Drunkenness. | am afraid that we are out- 
stripping Israel in this regard. It seems that we can 
hardly have a “get together” now without the 
whiskey flask, the dance, and a pack of cards. We 
are in the grip of the whiskey and beer “Barons” 
and most of the politicians have completely sold 
out to this crowd. The country is indeed, ‘‘as wet 
as the Atlantic Ocean,’”’ the boasted ideal of the 
“wets.” Our bill for strong drink staggers the 
imagination. Our deaths on the highways, most of 
them due, directly—or indirectly, to strong drink, 
is appalling. Our women have taken to drink until 
even our daily papers are beginning to protest. I 
know of one of the saddest cases imaginable right 
here in this small country community. We are 
“drinking wine in bowls. We, like Israel, are not 
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grieved, or even concerned, except for a few. Our 
leaders in national affairs do not care, it appears. 


Some nations seem to be able to drink in modera- 
tion. This is bad enough. In America we do nothing 
in moderation. We are intemperate in eating, drink- 
ing, dressing; in business or pleasure; in our adora- 
tion of our “heroes,” or in the condemnation of 
perhaps these same “heroes.’”’ We are sowing the 
whirlwind; we will reap the tornado, unless we 
change our ways. 


Ill. Dishonesty: 8:4-7. In these verses we have 
again the mistreating of the poor, but the special 
point emphasized is that of dishonesty; making the 
ephah small and the shekel great, even changing the 
currency and the weights and measures. “A false 
weight is an abomination unto the Lord,” says the 
wise man: Amos was of the same opinion. Every 
now and then we hear of the currency of a country 
being devalued. In many foreign countries the “‘rate 
of exchange” is so manipulated that pur mission- 
aries have a hard time making ends meet. We have 
just heard from one of my neices who is in Borneo, 
and the conditions there are terribly bad. 


There are “rackets” in every department of life; 
in politics, business, society, and religion. I heard 
of one man on a mission board who ran off with 
about $8,000 of mission money. We are being 
cheated on all sides. The mayor of our largest 
city is advocating legalized gambling, and every 
now and then the proposal is made for a National 
Lottery to take care of some of our expenses. While 
I was preparing this there was a $1,500,000 robbery 
in Boston. Stealing on a big seale is often taken as 
a sign of smartness, and stealing on a small scale 
is so common that it is taken for granted in many 
circles, and joked about. 


Do we realize what an abomination this is to the 
Lord? “‘Thou shalt not steal’ is one of the funda- 
mental laws of God and man. The Ten Command- 
ments are neither repealed or out of date. 
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America is full of dishonesty, and is facing an 
awful day of reckoning unless we turn from our 
course. We claim we could not help China because 
the leaders were so dishonest. What about America? 





Lesson For April 30: Amos 
Teaches About Worship 


Worship must be from the heart, not merely from 
the lips. Worship must have back of it righteous- 
ness of character and life; it is vain to say, Lord, 
Lord, and do not the things which He commands. 
Jesus made this plain to the woman of Samaria. 
The Jews said that Jerusalem was the place to 
worship; the Samaritans, “this holy mountain”; 
Jesus said, neither; they that worship God Who is 
Spirit, must worship in spirit and in truth. Neither 
the place nor the ceremonies count; there must be 
a heart cleansed from sin. 


One of the most convincing proofs of the 
inspiration of the Bible is the complete agreement 
in doctrine of all its books. The Psalmist insists 
that he who ascends the hill of the Lord must have 
clean hands and a pure heart; Isaiah proclaims the 
same truth; so does Amos, and the New Testament. 
Even when sacrifices and ceremony are most used 
this basic truth is inculeated: Moses, Aaron, and the 
priests were to be holy in character and life; Samuel 
said to Saul, “‘Behold to obey is better than sacri- 
fice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.” It was 
always true that the sacrifices of God are a broken 
heart and a contrite spirit. 


This year of 1950 has been proclaimed ‘Holy 
Year” by the pope. Thousands of pilgrims will go 
to Rome with the hope and promise of having their 
sins forgiven because of this pilgrimage and the 
offerings which they will pour into the coffers of 
the Roman Catholic Church. Would that some great 
prophet like Amos might stand forth as he did, and 
proclaim the folly of such proceedings! Going on a 
pilgrimage, offering gifts, keeping all the cere- 
monies of the church will be in vain unless there 
is righteousness of life; unless the heart is cleansed 
from sin in the blood of Christ. 


The great sin of the Pharisees was formalism and 
outward righteousness while the inward man was 
full of pride, coldness, indifference, and all manner 
of uncleanness. It will not do to make the outside 
clean while the inside is foul: whited sepulchres are 
repulsive to all who know what is inside. 


While most Protestant churches do not believe in 
or practice the meaningless forms and ceremonies 
of the Roman Catholic Church, we have plenty of 
sins of our own which may be even worse than 
those we rightly condemn and ridicule. Unbelief, 
some form of Unitarianism, or Sadduceeism, is just 
as deadly as formalism, and is sapping the power 
of the Protestant Church. And, under the influence 
of this unbelief some churches are turning to 
ritualism. Paul says that we can have a form of 
godliness, and deny its power. 


The three great sins of the church are the ones 
so clearly pointed out by the Head of the Church 
when He said, ‘“‘Beware of the leaven of the Phari- 
sees, and of the Sadducees, and of Herod. He 
explains that the doctrine, or teaching of these 
three classes are what is meant by “leaven;” 
namely, Formalism, Unbelief, Worldliness. If we 
read Church History we can see that these have 
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been the deadly foes that have worked within and 
crippled the Church in all ages. 


These were the sins which Amos was condemning, 
under different names, in the lesson we study today. 
Real worship that pleases God must be free from 
all pretence, or hypocrisy; it must be in faith; it 
must come from people who have separated them- 
selves from the world and its compromises and 
practices. 


I. Worship is not coming to Bethel or Gilgal with 
our hands full of sacrifices and tithes: 4:4; but of 
returning to God, and preparing to meet Him. (See 
the context). 


1. Bethel and Gilgal were places of worship; 
sacrifices and tithes were outward expressions of 
worship, but evidently, from the context, God was 
not pleased with this kind of worship. (Compare 
the first chapter of Isaiah, where “trampling His 
courts” is condemned). 

2. If you will read verses 6-13 it will be clear 
that He was chastening them sorely to try to get 
them to return to Him; not to some place of 
worship, but, in spirit, to the God Whom they were 
attempting to worship. 

3. In verse 12 we have the words so often used 
as a text: “Prepare to meet thy God.” While this 
furnishes a good text for an evangelistic sermon, 
for its application can be broadened, still the mean- 
ing here seems to be, prepare to meet Him with the 
right sort of worship, or judgment will surely fall 
upon us. We need preparation, before we can 
worship. “Let a man examine himself,” says Paul 
when he partakes of the Lord’s Supper, which is a 
solemn part of worship, but all worship is a solemn 
thing: we are warned to take our shoes from off 
our feet when we stand in His presence. To go 
thoughtlessly to the House of God, (Bethel means 
“House of God’) even with our hands full of gifts 
is a dangerous procedure if our heart is not right. 
If thou bring thy gift to the altar and remember 
that thy brother hath ought against thee, leave 
there thy gift, first be reconciled to thy brother 
and then come and offer thy gift. This connects 
worship with our lesson of last Sabbath. No man 
can rightly worship God if there is unforgiveness 
in the heart, or if he has mistreated his brother. 


Il. Worship is not seeking Bethel or Gilgal, but 
seeking God, and good. 5:4-9, 14-15. The Moham- 
medan makes a pilgrimage to Mecca, and others go 
to the “Holy” city of Rome, (which, by the way 
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is no more “holy” than any other city), but it is 
not a “holy city,” (even Jerusalem), but a Holy 
God Whom we must seek, and He is found in any 
place. Seek not Bethel, or Gilgal—seek the Lord, 
and ye shall live. 


Seeking the Lord means turning away from sin. 
You cannot seek Him, or find Him, with sin in 
the soul. Those who turn judgment to wormwood 
and leave off righteousness can never find Him, 
even though they come to some sacred place. The 
humble and contrite heart can find Him anywhere: 
ye shall seek Me and find Me when ye search for 
Me with all your heart. 


Seek good and not evil, that ye may live—hate 
the evil and love the good, and establish judgment 
in the gate. 


We are all reminded, I suppose, of the rich and 
self-satisfied church at Laodicea. Surely God was 
in this place—this beautiful and costly house of 
worship! But He says, “Behold I stand at the door 
and knock”: He was on the outside seeking admit- 
tance. So, in Amos’ day God was trying by the 
stern and yet tender message of the prophet, to 
get into the hearts of His people. Their manifold 
transgressions and mighty sins were an impene- 
trable barrier. This had to be removed before they 
could approach Him. 


With our emphasis upon stewardship and tithing, 
both of which ought to be encouraged, we are never 
to forget that there are more important things than 
money—these ye ought to do and not leave the 
other undone. If men and women are right at heart, 
there is not much danger of their leaving the other 
giving undone, and the gifts will come from cheer- 
ful hearts; they will be hilarious contributors to 
the work of the Kingdom. Our gifts, if they are 
the expression of our love and gratitude, and come 
from clean hands and pure hearts will be most 
pleasing to our Heavenly Father, and react as a 
rich blessing upon us, but if we bring our offerings 
as Israel did, with sin in their hearts and blood on 
their hands, we will be cursed, and not blessed. 


III. When God hates our worship: 21-24. We 
would do well to ponder these strong words: they 
are not an exageration, but the solemn words of 
God, “I hate, I despise your feast days’’—“I will 
take no delight in your solemn assemblies—though 
ye offer me burnt offerings—I will not accept 
them—take thou away from me the noise of thy 
songs.” 


How much of our worship is acceptable to God? 
Not all, I am sure. It is not for us to judge, but 
to search our own hearts and be sure that we are 
accepted of Him. It is entirely possible for our 
worship to be very pleasing to ourselves and our 
fellow-men and yet be despised of God. If so we 
had far better not worship. Nadab and Abihu 
offered “strange fire’ and were instantly destroyed. 
They were seemingly under the influence of strong 
drink, if we may judge from the command that 
followed. 


The Israelites had strange gods in their hearts 
and minds while they pretended to worship Jehovah. 
Does God see any strange gods in our hearts? Ye 
shall have no other gods before Me. 
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Church News 








Rev. Robert F. Jones, D.D. 


Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Fort 
Worth, Tex., who has been elected chairman of 
the Religious Education Field Council, of the Board 
of Education, Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, to serve through the 1950-51 Church year. 





A. V. Russell 


Albert Venable Russell, a native of Missouri, was 
born October 17, 1874. His family moved to Georgia 
and while there he attended Presbyterian Colleg« 
of South Carolina, graduating in 1895; after colleg: 
he worked for a time in Richmond and then with 
the government in Washington; later he engaged in 
Y. M. C. A. work there, and then became director of 
men’s work in the Church of the Pilgrims; in 1923 
he came to Second church as its director of men’s 
work and shortly thereafter was elected a ruling 
elder, continuing his work with our church and as 
a member of the session until his death, which 
occurred on the evening of November 29, 1949. 

While deeply interested in all of the activities o! 
the church for several years Mr. Russell has bee! 
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principally engaged in visiting our people. There is 
little doubt that he was personally acquainted with 
more of us, he visited in more of our homes, and 
he remembered more of our names than any other 
member of the congregation. The older folks, those 
who were shut in, those who were sick or in trouble, 
were his peculiar care; they knew him and loved 
him for he visited them frequently, and they knew 
that early or late, in the day or in the night, he 
would come as soon as he learned that his presence 
might be a help or comfort. 


When the message came calling him home it 
found him busy in the work of the Master whom 
he loved and delighted to serve, and he would not 
have had it otherwise. In his wallet there was a 
little poem, and with the poet our friend truly 
could have said: 


“T shall not fear my usefulness is o’er, 

I will be eager for some little thing 

To do or say that makes my living more 

Than the mere waiting for the curfew ring. 
And so, please God, I’ll fill each welcome day 
Full of the best gleaned from a hallowed past. 
Crown a long life, as is the better way, 

With something worth the doing till the last!’ 


“For I was an hungered, and ye gave Me meat; 
I was thirsty, and ye gave Me drink: I was a 
stranger, and ye took Me in; naked and ye clothed 
Me; I was sick, and ye visited Me; I was in prison 
and ye came unto Me.’’—Matthew 25:35, 36. 
Charlotte, N. C. 





DEATH OF REV. CLYDE R. 
McCUBBINS, D.D. 


Rev. Clyde Ramsey McCubbins, D.D., Ph.D., pas- 
tor of the Beersheba, Filbert and Ramah Churches 
in Bethel Presbytery, died at York, S. C., on Jan- 
uary 13, 1950. Dr. McCubbins was born near Salis- 
bury, N. C., on October 6, 1889, and after several 
years of service in the United States Army, entered 
Union Theological Seminary in Virginia, gradu- 
ating in 1928. Licensed by the Potomac Presbytery 
and ordained the same year by Lexington Presby- 
tery, he served in the following fields before com- 
ing to the Beersheba group of churches: Broadway 
group, Virginia, 1928-1931; Clinchfield group, Ma- 


rion, N. C., 1931-1935; Old Fort group, in North 
Carolina, 1935-1939; First Church, Hugo, Okla., 
1939-1941; First Church, Altus, Okla., 1941 until 


he came to York, S. C. 


Warwick Cecil Carpenter 
Foundation Established At 
Union Seminary 


Provisions establishing the “Warwick Cecil Carp- 
enter Foundation” at Union Theological Seminary 
by Mrs. Katie M.Carpenter memorializing her late 
— have been announced by President B. R. 
acy. 


It shall be used “for those purposes which are 
deemed most helpful or urgent and will afford a 
memorial feature, such as scholarships for under- 
graduates, fellowships for graduate students when 
either of these are needed; to supplement the 
training of any young man who may be called to 
the faculty; to afford additional funds for faculty 
members on Sabbatic leaves; to purchase urgently 
needed books for the Library; or in other ways 
which the Donee may deem best .. .” 


The original funds beginning the Carpenter 
Foundation were given to last year’s Seminary 
campaign celebrating its half century in Richmond 
and the completion of the Foundation enabled the 
$150,000 drive to go over the top by 104 percent. 


President Lacy called this “a generous and far- 
reaching contribution” which would be “‘wonderful” 
to meet specific opportunities in the total Seminary 
program of training men for the ministry. 


Mr. Carpenter, whose residence was in the Sem- 
inary neighborhood, was an eminent Richmond 
business man and civic leader. A native of Poca- 
héntas County, West Va., he moved to Richmond 
in 1900. He was president of the Virginia Life and 
Casualty Insurance Company; vice-president of 
Crawford Manufacturing Company; and secretary- 
treasurer of the Ahern and Carpenter fruit concern. 


Rev. Donald C. Graham Becomes 
Pastor Of MclIlwain Memorial 
Church, Pensacola, Fla. 


Rev. Donald C. Graham began his ministry with 
the MclIlwain Memorial Presbyterian Church of 
Pensacola, Fla., on March 12, succeeding to the 
pastorate of Rev. C. G. Partridge, who had served 
there sixteen years. Mr. Graham comes from the 
Orthodox Presbyterian Church in Westfield, N. J., 
where he had a return pastorate for the past three 
years, after having been the Church’s first pastor, 
1936 to 1940. He served as chaplain with the U. S. 
Army in the Philippines Campaign and in the ini- 
tial occupation of the Hiroshima Area of Japan 
with the Forty-First Infantry Division. 


‘*Mr. Graham is a graduate of Wheaton College 
and of Westminster Theological Seminary. At pre- 
sent he is a contributing editor for The Witness, a 
parish magazine used in Presbyterian Churches of 
several denominations. He is already well known 
among many churches of the South through his 
conference and evangelistic ministry. His musical 
sermons, a triology on The Life Of Christ, The 
Life Of Man and The Life Of The Church, have 
been heard from coast to coast. They feature his 
tenor solos against a background of spoken con- 
tinuity with numbers included from the oratorios, 
sacred classics and favorite hymns. 


Mrs. Graham is a former member of the Wallace 
Memorial Presbyterian Church of Panama City, 
Fla., where her family has lived for many years. 
She also is a graduate of Wheaton College. 





Financial Aid Available For 
Some Medical Candidate 


The pastor of one of our churches has written 
the Candidate Secretary that a lady in his congre- 
gation has $1,000.00 with which to aid some candi- 
date for medical service who does not haye the 
necessary funds to complete his medical education. 
The donor has indicated that she would like to pay 
it in installments of $250.00 per year for four 
years. The money is available either to a man or a 
woman, preparing to be either a doctor or a nurse. 
If you want to apply for this scholarship write to 
Dr. Richard T. Gillespie, Candidate Secretary, Box 
330, Nashville 1, Tenn. Give full details as to your 
past preparation and future plans. Also state as 
nearly as you can your general scholarship average. 














Town And Country Pastors’ 
Institute - Columbia Theological 
Seminary - Decatur, Ga. 


Monday - Friday 
May 15-19, 1950 


The Town and Country Pastors’ Institute for the 
Columbia Theological Seminary area will be held 
at Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga.. 
Monday - Friday, May 15-19. 


Several prominent speakers and leaders have 
been engaged for the Institute this year. Among 
them are: Dr. Luther Powell of the Rural Church 
Department of McCormick Theological Seminary, 
Dr. R. F. Poole, President of Clemson College, and 
Dr. T. S. Buie, Regional Director of the United 
States Soil Conservation Service. 


The Institute this year will be held during Smy- 
the Lecture week at the Seminary. There will be 
three other lectures, and the program of the Town 
and Country Pastors’ Institute will be so arranged 
that ministers who attend may also hear the other 
lecturers. 


Invitations have been issued to a selected list of 
town and country pastors in the Synods of South 
Carolina, Florida, Georgia, Alabama and Mississippi. 
If there are pastors of town and country churches 
in these synods who have not received an invitation 
and desire to attend, please write to James M 
Carr, Secretary, Town and Country Church Depart 
ment, 605 Henry Grady Building, Atlanta, Georgia. 


The Institute will be under the joint direction of 
Dr. Cecil Thompson, Professor of Rural Church at 
Columbia Theological Seminary, and Dr. James M. 





Carr, Secretary of the Assembly’s Town and 
Country Church Department. 
Presbytery Of Western Texas 


The Presbytery of Western Texas will convene 
in stated spring session in the Highland Park Pres- 
byterian Church, San Antonio, Tex., on Tuesday, 
April 11, 1950, at 8:00 P.M. Sessions should pre- 
sent their minutes for examination by the Presby- 
tery. 

T. H. Pollard, Stated Clerk. 


Mrs. H. W. Washburn 


Mrs. H. M. Washburn (nee Lillie Chrisman), 
died at the home of her daughter, Mrs. N. C. Wash- 
burn, in Martinsville, Va., February 12, 1950, after 
a brief illness. Mrs. Washburn went to Africa as a 
missionary with Dr. Washburn in 1912. Most of 
their service was at Bulape Station. They were hon- 
orably retired in 1949. She is survived by Dr 
Washburn, a daughter, and a son, William, who 
with his family have recently gone to Congo as 
evangelistic missionaries. 








Board Of World Missions 


Receipts 
Apr. 1, 1948, to Feb. 28, 1949 .......... $854,294.69 
Apr. 1, 1949, to Feb. 28, 1950 828,761.07 
Decrease . $ 25,533.62 


Program Of Progress 
Apr. 1, 1949, to Feb. 28, 1950 (Net) $282,800.11 
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MONTHLY CARE PACKAGE 
URGENTLY NEEDED 


There is a family in one of the Eastern Euro- 
pean countries which is in need of a CARE package 
a month. If you would be willing to undertake this 
urgently needed help, I shall be glad to furnish ful) 
particulars if you will write me. 


Vernon S. Broyles, Jr. 
808 Henry Grady Building, 
Atlanta, Georgia. 





Union Theological Seminary 


Dates for the 1950 Graduate Summer School of 
Theology at Union Theological Seminary have been 
set for Wednesday, August 2, through Wednesday, 
August 30, according to Dean John Newton 
Thomas. A faculty of four professors has been se- 
lected from the U.T.S. faculty for this ninth reg- 
ular August terms. 


President B. R. Lacy, Jr., recently announced 
the appointment of Dr. Thomas as successor to 
Dean Donald W. Richardson, whose retirement from 
the seminary faculty is effective at graduation this 
May. Dr. Richardson is in service one year beyond 
the statutory retirement age, having graciously ac- 
cepted the invitation of the Board of Trustees to 
remain an additional year. Thomas, who is Robert 
L. Dabney Professor of Systematic Theology here, 
will take over both the Graduate Department and 
this August Session for graduate study which Dr. 
Richardson has led and expanded so effectively in 
his tenure. 


Instructors engaged for the four weeks of inten- 
sive study are Donald G. Miller, John Bright, Er- 
nest Trice Thompson, and James Appleby. 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


Maximum and minimum pay rates for Davidson 
College faculty members will be increased an 
average of 14 percent on July 1, President John R. 
Cunningham announced today. 





Changes in the present schedule increase the 
maximum salary for professors by 20 percent; as- 
sociate professors by 13 percent and assistant pro- 
fessors by 8 percent. 


Top salary for a full professor will be $6,000. 
with automatic pay raises assured to $5,500 from 
the minimum of $4,000. 


Although the new schedule does not dictate any 
immediate increases, Treasurer F. L. Jackson said 
that “almost all of the faculty members will receive 
increases of approximately 10 percent when the 
new scale goes into effect.” 


The new pay scale places Davidson salaries “at 
least equal’”’ to those at other high ranking Southern 
Colleges. 


President Cunningham said that the caliber of 
the teaching is one of the most important parts of 
a liberal arts education. “To hold and attract the 
best men,” he pointed out, “‘Davidson salaries must 
compare favorably with those offered by other 
good colleges.”’ 
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Carr To Direct Work Of 
Sunday School Extension 


Dr. James M. Carr, secretary of the Town and 
Country Church department of the Division of 
Home Missions, Board of Church Extension, also 
will direct the work of Sunday School Extension, 
according to an announcement made here today by 
Dr. Claude H. Pritchard, Executive Secretary of 
Home Missions. Sunday School Extension has been 
transferred, under the reorganization plan, to the 
Home Missions division of the Board of Church 
Extension, from the Board of Education. Dr. 
Vernon S. Broyles is Executive Secretary of the 
Board of Church Extension. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


“Church And Community In The South,” by G. 
W. Blackwell, L. M. Brooks, and S. H. Hobbs, Jr. 
Published by John Knox Press, Richmond, Virginia. 
Price $6.00. ‘‘What are the new needs and chang- 
ing conditions of the South? This question was 
put to the Institute for Research in Social Science 
of the University of North Carolina by a special 
Committee on Religious Education Re-Study of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States.” 





In this volume the findings of the Institute are 
made available to the general public. The authors of 
this book have done a magnificent piece of work 
in showing to the reader the patterns of living 
which have prevailed for generations in the South. 
A wealth of sociological data is presented in this 
book, giving a clear picture of conditions in the 
rural and urban South, and also a consideration 
of church-community relationships in the South. 


The sociologists of the University of North 
Carolina, working in conjunction with the Religious 
Education Re-Study Committee, have rendered a 
great service to our church as it moves forward 
in the service of Christ. In reading this book, how- 
ever, the reader must not lose sight of the fact 
that “The mission of the church is spiritual, and 
its work is to witness to the truth of God to the 
ends of the earth and to preach the gospel to all 
men in every generation.” This significent fact is 
obscured in this volume. —Newton P. Cox, Jr. 





“The Faith Of A Scholar.’’ By David F. Swen- 
son. Published by Westminster Press, Witherspoon 
Building, Philadelphia 7, Pa. Price $2.50. 


For many years Professor Swenson devoted his 
talents to the study of Kierkegaard. As a matter of 
fact, he was one of the first people in the United 
States to become acquainted with the Danish philo- 
sopher’s ideas. This reviewer met Swenson when he 
read his Introduction to The Religious Thought Of 
Kierkegaard, by Edward Geismar, which was pub- 
lished in 1937. We were tremendously impressed 
with his capacity to express great thoughts in pop- 
ular phraseology. 


This volume consists of seven essays on different 
phases of Kierkegaardian philosophy. It is edited 
by his widow, Mr. Lillian M. Swenson. She points 
out that during the 20s and 30s when so much pre- 
vailing philosophy found little or no place for 
faith in God, and when so much theology was hu- 
manistic in tones, “there was at least one thinker 
voicing a new, and at that time little-appreciated, 
philosophy that was distinctly Christian.” 
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Swenson reminds us that every error that history 
has exposed was at one time or other “the latest 
form of divine truth or the most perfect achieve- 
ment of human intellect.” It is this thought that 
should incapacitate us from the acceptance of 
everything that comes out just because it is “the 
latest,’’ whether in philosophy or religion. 


Speaking as a philosopher, Swenson comes out 
strongly for a personal God. He says: “‘God is thus 
a person; His will is the everlasting distinction be- 
tween righteousness and unrighteousness, good and 
evil; it is goodness and love. Love and righteous- 
ness do not attach to impersonal things or essences; 
the idea of the good is not good.” 


We appreciate Swenson’s appeal for more ag- 

essiveness on the part of Christians, especially in 
Tefending our faith. He deplored the fact that pro- 
fessing Christians sometimes appear in the role of 
insinuating beggars, “seeking the crumbs that fall 
from the table of the scientist or the philosopher, 
or the worldly-wise man.” 


Swenson urges Christians to join with the pro- 
phets and the martyrs in bearing witness to the 
truth. He said we must not be intimidated by oppo- 
sition. Immediate success is of lesser importance 
than striving for a good and true cause. 


Adherents of the Reformed faith will not endorse 
all of Swenson’s views. We will place interrogation 
marks beside some. But with these reservations, we 
shall thank God for a man of Swenson’s stature, 
who was willing to stand up and be counted on the 
side of those who believe in “the transforming 
power of otherworldliness.”’ 

—John R. Richardson. 


The Jesus Paul Preached. By Perry F. Haines. 
Published by W. A. Wilde Co., 131 Clarendon St., 
Boston, Mass. Price $2.00. This volume deals with 
God’s Christ as He has revealed Him in the Holy 
Bible. The author has spent many years in research 
seeking to portray just what kind of a Christ God 
has really revealed in the Bible. This volume shows 
how the Bible reveals a Christ who was in a far- 
away eternity and in that far-away eternity flung 
the worlds into space. Step by step this Christ is 
shown coming into humanity by a virgin birth, a real 
human being, yet a Divine being, so much human 
that He learned by bitter human experience “how to 
speak a word in season to him that is weary,” and so 
much Divine that He could still the tempest and 
raise the dead. There are chapters on the death, 
burial, resurrection, priesthood, and other important 
phases of the career of Jesus Christ on earth. It is a 
real contribution in Christology. 





Jesus Christ Is Alive. By Laurence W. Miller. 
Published by W. A. Wilde Co., 131 Clarendon St., 
Boston, Mass. Price $1.50. The author eontends that 
the greatest and most overwhelming proof for the 
existence of God and that Jesus Christ is God is the 
unquestionable historical fact of Christ’s bodily 
resurrection from the dead. He contends that we 
need no other proof that there is a God than this 
unimpeachable fact that Christ is risen from the 
dead and that He is gloriously alive today. This book 
is designed to strengthen the faith of Christians and 
to ~ mfort them in the hour of bereavement. 








»vseph The Dreamer. By Leroy Phillips. Published 
by W.A. Wilde Co., 131 Clarendon St., Boston, Mass. 
Price $2.50. “Joseph the Dreamer” is one of the 
most beautiful stories in the world. It is found in the 
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Bible and the author is able with a Christian imag- 
ination to take this story and fill in the gaps in a 
most interesting manner. It is told as a vivid drama 
against a background of landscape, dwellings, dress, 
utensils, and folkways—a stage setting which was 
not needed by the first audience, for they lived in it. 
The author permits the characters to speak in our 
present vernacular which will make this book es- 
pecially interesting to our young people. 

Pandita Ramabai. By Basil Mi ller. Published by 
Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Price $1.50. Dr. Miller is a well-known Christian 
biographer. Here he gives an unusual portrait of an 
unusual Christian woman. He calls this Indian 
Christian “India’s Christian Pilgrim.’ This book is 
fascinating reading and brings the reader close to 
the heart of India. 





Europe Behind The Iron Curtain. By Martha L 
Moenich. Zondervan Publishing Company, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. 1948. 153 pages. $2.00. This title is 


somewhat of a misnomer. The author, international- 
ly known missionary-at-large, has brought together 
a collection of facts more generally descriptive of 
all war-torn Europe than of those countries only 
which are behind the Iron Curtain. Besides those 


that happened in Russian occupied lands, she re- 
cords incidents of her trip in well nigh every 
country in Europe including England, France, Bel- 
gium, Greece, Turkey, Italy, Holland, Denmark, 
Norway and Sweden, none of which is in the sphere 
of Soviet influence. There is even a chapter which 
contains an account of a visit made to Europe in 
1939 on the eve of the outbreak of the late war 


If one is looking for a connected discussion of 
conditions in countries behind the Iron Curtain, one 
will not find it here. Nevertheless, the book makes 
a strong appeal for missionary endeavor in the 
whole continent of Europe. E. Cousar, Jr. 

The New Testament in Cross Word Puzzles. By 
Lucille Pettigrew Johnson. Published by W. A. 
Wilde Company, 131 Clarendon St., Boston, Mass 
Price $1.25. New Testament subjects are used as a 
basis for the puzzles in this book. Quotations from 
the Bible are given as definitions with the missing 
word indicated by three dots as the word wanted in 
the puzzle. Other word clues are straight defini- 
tions and abbreviations. A Bible verse is written 
under each puzzle These puzzles are not too 
difficult to solve, and they should be enjoyable 
and profitable, apenas y to young people. 

“How Do You “Do?” By Edward Kuhlmann 
Publ ished by Wartburg Press, 57 East Main Street, 
Columbus 15, Ohio. Price $2.00. This volume deals 
with interesting incidents skillfully told and in- 
terpreted in a heart warming manner by the pastor 
of the Good Hope Lutheran Church, Oil City, Pa 
It contains sixty short chapters, each standing by 
itself under a catchy title that invites readership 
If you like to hear, read, or tell good stories, you 
will enjoy How Do You Do? 

“The New Schaff- eeeee Encyclopedia Of Re- 
ligious a ’ Volume I. Published by Baker 
Publishing Hous Sennd Rapids, Mich. Price $4.50 
per vi lume. 





For a number of years the Schaff-Herzog En- 
cyclopedia Of Religious Knowledge has been a pop- 
ular tool with Christian scholars. It is different 
from the International Standard Bible Encyclo- 
pedia and the encyclopedias of general knowledge 





which we find on our reference book shelves. This 
work treats adequately certain subjects either 
omitted, or in abridged form, in these other works. 


This volume is the first in the new reprint pro- 
ject. These volumes will appear monthly until the 
13 volumes are published. These books are sturdily 
bound and attractive in appearance. The paper is 
of high quality. This work is brought up-to-date by 
two supplementary — under the editorship of 
Dr. Lefferts A. Leotscher Princeton Theologica) 
Seminary. 


Although conservatives will not subscribe to all 
the views expressed by the contributors, they wil) 
be gratified to read the contributions by such 
scholars as B. B. Warfield, Theodore Zahn, and 
Philip Schaff. 


This work will serve as a valuable propaedeutic 
to the study of Christian and religious thought 
from the beginning of history to the present time 

—John R. Richardson. 


“Outlines Of Theology.’”’ By A. A. Hodge. Pub 
lished by Wm. B. Eerdman’s Publishing House. 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $5.00. 

The name, “Hodge,’’ stands for something in the 
field of theology. Charles, Archibald Alexande1 
and Caspar Wistar Hodge were all theologica 
giants. Their contributions to theological educatior 
at Princeton as well as their literary productions 
have been magnificent. They were men of acute 
and balanced minds. They were endowed with re- 
markable discernment. 


It is an encouraging sign to see the publicatior 
of the unabridged text of ‘‘Outlines of Theology,” 
by A. A. Hodge. This volume follows the Socratic 
method. The material is given in question-and- 
answer form. There are forty-three sections devoted 
to pertinent theological questions with clear and 
concise answers. These lectures constitute a hand- 
book of Reformed theology. The way the material is 
organized helps not only to present the facts, but 
to maintain reader interest throughout the book. 


The trained theologian will find much in this 
volume to stimulate high thinking. Others will 
discover answers to many questions which arise in 
the mind from time to time as one thinks of God 
and His ways among men. This work could be 
adopted with profit by Seminary discussion groups 
and adult groups in the Church which desire strong 
meat. —John R. Richardson. 


This Book May Be Purchased From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 





“Homiletic Treausures on The Gospel’ (Mat- 
thew). By Harold E. J. Ellingsen. Published by 
Baker Book House; Grand Rapids 6, Mich. Price 
$4.50. 


Baker Book House is publishing a three-volume 
set entitled “Homiletic Treasures on the Gospel.”’ 
This is the first in this series and is based on 
Matthew. This volume gives outlines, expository 
excerpts, pratical lessons, apt illustrations and ap- 
propriate poetry selected trom the writings of more 
than 250 preachers and sc holars in the past cent- 
uries, besides much origi nal material. The compre- 
hensive index in each volume places material on 
any text or topic at the disposal of the reader. 
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The Son of God Among The Sons of Men. By 
Everett F. Harrison. Published by W. A. Wilde Co., 
131 Clarendon St., Boston, Mass. Price $2.50. This 
book consists of studies in the Gospel according to 
John. It is a fresh treatment of John’s Gospel, and 
should be well received by Bible students, preachers, 
and teachers. Dr. Harrison’s work is grounded on 
deep scholarship and yet is presented in clear and 
luminous language. It is written for the Christian 
family and Bible-lover. It will afford inspiration to 
all who desire to know more about the Gospel ac- 
cording to John. Many of the characters of this 
Gospel are made to live before us as we read these 
pages. 





“Bible Survey.” By William Hendricksen. Pub- 
lished by Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich. Price $4.50. 


Some time ago we reviewed the first edition of 
this book. We called to the attention of our readers 
the exceptional merits of this book for Bible stu- 
dents. It goes beyond a Bible introduction. It is 
even more than a handbook for the Bible student. 
It is a treasury of Bible information. As a matter 
of fact, it is a combination of several books in one. 


This book has now been entirely enlarged with a 
new edition. There is added a study manual. The 
entire format and binding is different. We highly 
recommend this volume to all who want to know 
their Bibles better. 


This Book May Be Purchased From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company 
Weaverville ... North Carolina 


“My Sermon Notes on The Lord’s Prayer.” By 
Rev. William P. Van Wyk. Published by Baker 
Book House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich. Price $1.50. 


This is the 9th volume in the Van Wyk sermon 
library. The first part consists of eight sermons on 
the Lord’s Prayer. The second part gives notes on 
many themes, such as, “The Consecrated Life,” 
“True Conversion,” and “The Keys of the King- 
dom.” This author possessed exceptional sermoniz- 
ing ability. Each outline is logical and consistent. 


This Book May Be Purchased From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


“The Cities of St. Paul.”” By Sir William Ramsay. 
Published by Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich. Price $4.00. 


“The Cities of St. Paul’ is the second of the 
Ramsay titles which will be made available through 
Baker Book House. This work points out interesting 
details concerning the cities which St. Paul visited 
and their influence on his thought and life. The 
first part discusses “Paulinism in the Greco-Roman 
World.” Part 2 deals with “Tarsus.” Part 3 de- 
scribes “Antioch.”’ Part 4 discusses “Iconium.” The 
city of Derbe is featured in Part 5. Lystra is the 
subject of Part 6. The closing section handles the 
theme, “St. Paul in the Roman World.” This Uni- 
versity of Oxford professor is recognized as an 
authority on Paul. This book will serve as collater- 
al reading and reference study in the libraries of 
siblical school teachers, as well as seminaries and 
colleges where English Bible is taught. 
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“Missionary Stories.” By Basil Miller. Published 
by Zondervan’ Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Price $1.50. 


Nineteen thrilling true accounts of zealous mis- 
sionaries who carried the Cross of Christ and 
planted it in foreign lands. Dr. Miller graphically 
relates inspiring stories of dramatic native conver- 
sions. The answer to the question of the need and 
effectiveness of missionary endeavor is found in 
this stirring book with its stories from the Middle 
East. 

This Book May Be Purchased From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 





“Until The Day Break.” By Sallie Lee Bell. Pub- 
lished by Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. A romance of the time of Christ. 
This prize-winning novel has strength of character, 
fascinating setting and plot, and above all spiritual 
tone. It depicts the spiritual peace to come to those 
who have salvation through the Son of God. 





“Fruit For Tomorrow.” By Francena H. Arnold. 
Published by Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $2.00. 


An unusual piece of Christian fiction by the 
author of “Not My Will.” This book is for young 
people in a bewildering age. The author is not 
only a gifted story-teller and artist but a Christian 
who seeks to lead young people to a positive faith 
in Christ as Saviour. 





“Faggots on The Fire.’”” By Ethel S. Low. Pub- 
lished by Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $2.00. 


A Pinebrook Book Club selection. A heart-warm- 
ing story that is intensely enjoyable. It is a graphic 
portrayal of how the Lord can use lives consecrated 
to Him and His service. 





“Ten Famous Missionaries.” By Basil Miller. 
Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Price $1.00. 


These are thrilling tales of the lives of ten 
famous missionaries. These life stories will inspire 
young people everywhere to give their lives to the 
service of God wherever He might lead them. 
Sketches are included of the following: William 
Carey, William Bagby, John G. Paton, David 
Livingstone, J. Hudson Taylor, David Brainerd, 
Robert Moffat, Jonathan Goforth, Adoniram Jud- 
son, and Francis of Assisi. 

This Book May Be Purchased From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 





“Robert G. Lee A Chosen Vessel.” By E. Schuy- 
ler English, Litt.D. Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $3.50. 


The biographer of Harry A. Ironside has turned 
to another of the great pulpiteers of our day, Ro- 
bert Greene Lee, Pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church 
in Memphis, Tenn., and President of six million 
Southern Baptists. Dr. Lee is the acknowledged 
Prince of Baptist Orators in the Southland and a 
great voice throughout the nation for Bible preach- 
ing of outstanding order. 
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The story combines the Horatio Alger element of 
poor-boy-to-high-place and the prominent place the 
Grace of God has had in using a poor farm lad 


from South Carolina as a soul-winner, church 
leader, and Bible Conference speaker. Unlike many 
biographies, this one does not put the figure of a 
man under the glass cage as an ornament for pub- 
lic worship. Rather does it trace the long, hard 
road of a child of divine grace as he makes debts 
and pays them, faces conflicting opportunities and 
seeks divine guidance in his choices, as he goes 
from one pastorate to another in face of the 
Father’s Will and not the prestige of worldly al- 
lurements. It is the picture of a man who remains 
humble as he mingles with the great, and genuine 
as he searches for souls for Christ and for Chris- 
tians whom he may edify with the Word. 


The book abounds with many pictures of Dr. 
Lee, his family, and the many places where he has 
lived and worked. Every picture of Dr. Lee im- 
presses the unbiased observer that he is watching 
a humble servant of the Lord as he mellows with 
years. The book has Dr. Lee’s famous sermon, ‘Pay 
Day Some Day,” and it reveals his remarkable 
powers as he magnifies the surety of God’s judg- 
ment with meticulous choice of effective English. 
Baptists will read this book and praise God that He 
has raised up such an outspoken witness for their 
great historic doctrines. Non-Baptists will read the 
book and testify that they have seen a man sent 
from God. —George W. Dollar. 


This Book May Be Purchased From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


“Koko and The Eskimo Doctor.”’ By Basil Miller. 
Published by Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $1.00. A story of thrilling ad- 
ventures in frozen Greenland. 


“Lectures In Systematic Theology.” By Henry 
Clarence Thiessen, Ph.D. Published by Wm. B. 
Eerdman’s Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Price $6.00. 


Holding that some things in this world are stable 
and fixed, this theologian rejects the current phil- 
osophy of pragmatism. He affirms that Christians 
can be certain in regard to the teachings of the in- 
fallible Word of God and the doctrines deduced 
therefrom. This conviction colors the more than 
five hundred pages of this treatise. 


Dr. Thiessen’ devotes considerable space (Part 
II) to Bibliology. Here he vigorously defends the 
genuineness, credibility and canonicity of the books 
of the Bible. Recognizing that the Bible is the em- 
bodiment of a divine revelation, he asks: “Can we 
affirm anything further of the Scriptures? Are 
they also verbally inspired and infallible in all they 
say?’’ His answer is unequivocal: “We believe they 
are.’”’ The author adopts the view of inspiration 
held by L. Gaussen, the Geneva theologian, who ex- 
pressed it in this sentence: “It is that inexplicable 
power which the Divine Spirit put forth of old on 
the authors of the Holy Scripture, in order to in- 
sure their guidance even in the employment of the 
words they used, and to preserve them alike from 
all error and from all omission.” 





The subject of Angelology, which is usually 
treated in a sketchy manner in most books of this 
nature, is not passed by lightly. Angels, demons and 
Satan come in for study from a biblical standpoint. 
Angels are thought of as primarily the ministers of 
God’s providence. We are reminded that our Lord 
had much to say about angels and: “We cannot 
dismiss his teaching with a haughty pretense to su- 
perior knowledge.” 


It goes without saying, that a book covering such 
a multiplicity of subjects will not likely be ap- 
proved in toto by all readers. Good Christians do 
not agree on all the details of the Christian faith. 
We do believe, however, that all evangelical Chris- 
tians will welcome this systematic and compre- 
hensive treatment of theological truth in the handy 
compass of one volume. This book should clarify 
and strengthen the faith of ministers of the gospel 
and growing Christian laymen who desire a fine 
insight into the queen of the sciences. 

—John R. Richardson. 


This Book May Be Purchased From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company 
Weaverville ... North Carolina 


“Things To Come.” By John Hess McComb, D.D. 
Published by Broadway Publishing Company, 601 
West 114th Street, New York 25, N. Y. Price $1.00. 


God has made man with a desire to know some- 
thing of the future. This desire is often exploited 
by charlatans. The average Christian minister fre- 
quently ignores this urge and leaves the study of 
prophecy to Seventh-Day Adventists and various 
modern cults. 


The pastor of the Broadway Presbyterian Church 
of New York has sensed this hunger gn the part of 
many Christians to know about “things to come.” 
He has published this book “to set forth clearly and 
simply what the Bible teaches about the Lord’s re- 
turn and other yet future events.” He also inter- 
prets recent significant events in the light of Bib- 
lical prophecies. He says: “We must not be like the 
Pharisees and Sadducees who could ‘discern the 
face of the sky’ (foretell the weather) but could 
not ‘discern the signs of the times.’ ” 


The dozen sermons in this volume make interest- 
ing reading. They deal with neglected subjects that 
will appeal to the person in the pew. There is a 
great difference of opinion and _ interpretation 
among Christians in the field of eschatology, and 
it is not expected that all will agree with some of 
Dr. McComb’s views expressed in this book. These 
messages, however, should stimulate the thinking 
of Christians who want to know more about the 
Day of Christ’s return. —John R. Richardson. 
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The Baptism Of Infants 


This article, published in the February 1, 1950, 
issue of The Journal, is now available in booklet 
form, twenty pages, at 10c each, $1.00 per dozen, 
or $5.00 per 100, postpaid. Order from The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 
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